Soviet envoy: Syria ties strong 

DAMASCUS (K) — Smis Attbsstafar to Syria Alexander Zotov 
Wwfacsctoy that Syiiaa-SorfcCrtfadlens were atroeg and crM rf sd Western 
nedh to ratal tost ties. Addreotag a twin odtasee at Us 

otaiv U the Syrian capital Zotov mid reporters wi» fatenfemd Ua In 
Ps nt a sms and Mcscoo recrafly <Sd not toff tfae faff story be wanted to 
»»^IJtW«ddBgtai Feet qeoted Zotov at saying Moscow bad 
e mxmrayd $yria to ab—doa Its aba of strategic parity wfehrad- Ashed 
vtctetttpriAM interview was aconte, Zetov n Us "One of the 
r t a wMH wUch led me to r rynst this conference was to repeat exactly what i 
Ud to Jwaalbts here and to Moscow abort Syrian-Soviet relations. ” 
Zotov said he was asked whether toere woe d« M«% and replied by 
seyfag in any tag matter there ate rfifflcnlttes “wMcfa we leant to solve in a 
MencHy a t m u aphcn which softs toe strategic nature of ties.” He saU 

Moscow was eoanaftted to its pbsdBts to etfead nffitaiy snpport to Syria to 

PT®* 6 ** **» tocnrtty and toffy nudes stood that a weak c unidiy could not 
essere a just peace. 


b political daily pubirsradp^tfia' 
UjjVf ^TiinH iutw^tl fjft ilj4aMSt'~‘jfelS 


San Salvador siege over 

SAN SALVADOR (B) — Twelve U-S. soldier? who for more than a day 
defied leftist rebels holding a San Salvador hotel attaeat left the bolding 
wtth i«Mifa Ugh on Wednesday after the gperriBss abandoned their siege. 
The end Greco Beret sofiAas, who had barricaded themselves on the 

sixth floor of the VIP annex of the hotel, departed in two pickup trades and 

were dri ven to safety at a Salvadorean mffitary installation. A special U.S. 
face sent by President George Bush was outside the hotel to rescue the 
Green Berets if needed. The sobBers apparently had been free to leave snee 
Tnesay night, when an agreement was reached freeing the last id" 87 
dvffians tnq>ped in the hold. Bat UJS. officials Bald they d eci d ed to wait 
mtB dayfight so states and wtah l ar s oonld be swept for mines and they 
erndd be an no o%k» were watting outside. A homemade rebel bbw was 
(bond at the mtuntt to the btnhBng. Seventy of the people trapped to die 
hotel, indncHng the s ecretar y -general of the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) Joao Baesa Soares, were released Tuesday afternoon. 
Another 17 we re freed Toesday nfgtMAer the rebels reached mi agreement 
to bee them. The rebels Ihanv ctrc s left during the night. 
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P rice : Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sand! Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE ISO dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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Muawad assassinated New 40-member 

Combined Agency dispatches Muawad is survived by a wife, I ^ _1 _ _ a j ° J Tjf 

mm - dectod p^skta!«.« muish =£».Mgr joraan. senate annointeo 

Muawad was killed in a powerful, remote- flp?SWS*Sff JSSUmJSJtSS Ml ISVA/aH wXld LV/ Cl IJ pUlll 

controlled bomb explosion in west Beirut ■ -■ ™ hrmv " 1trnmart *** lviuavvou 

‘Wednesday, 17 days after his election* He 
was 64 . 




Twenty-three other people, 
some of them Syrian and 
Lebanese army escorts, also were 
killed and 36 were wounded, 
police said. 

Chief police sapper, Moham¬ 
mad Khashab, said the explosion 
was caused by 250 kflogrammes 
of explosives hidden in small shop 
and detonated by remote controL 
He denied earlier reports that a 
car which was set ablaze by the 
blast, had contained the explo¬ 
sives! - 

The explosion blasted 
Muawad’s motorcade as it passed 
through the Sanayeh district at 
2:50 pjn. (1150 GMT). 

Witnesses said some of the 
dead were Mown to pieces and 
parts of their bodies thrown 500 
metres down the road. 

A senior police officer told 
Reuters that Muawad's corpse 
was so charred had mutilated it 
took more than an hour to iden¬ 
tify it 

Two Lebanese army cars and 
two cars used by- Syrian plainc- 

Aziz leaves 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Taxeq Aziz Wednesday 
wound up a two-day visit to Jor¬ 
dan and left for home after de- 
Uveiing i message from Iraqi 
President SaddaarHnssdn to Has 
Majesty King Hussein cm die 
outcome of the latest United Na¬ 
tions bid to revive peace talks 
between Iran and Iraq. 

Aziz said in a departure state¬ 
ment that his talks in Amman 
also covered regional and inter¬ 
national issues of common in¬ 
terest. 

“I beard King Hussein's 
analysis and remarks on various 
topics and-1 will convey to the 
Iraqi president the King's views,” 
Aziz said in die statement, car¬ 
ried by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. During the visit, Aziz said, 
he also held in-depth talks with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime Minis¬ 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to 
follow up discussions on various 
issues arid held a working session 
with Deputy Prime Minster and 
Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem on matters related to the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC). 


tothesmen were at the head of the 
motorcade. Police said all their 
occupants were either dead or 
wounded. 

“Where is the president... 
where is the president?’* shouted 
a bleeding bodyguard in die oon- 
foaon following the blast. 

One police officer at die site 
shouted: “We don’t have a presi¬ 
dent anymore.” 

Prime Minister-designate SaKm 
Al Hoss and Parliament Speaker 
Husseim, who were driving be¬ 
hind Mnawad in the 10-car con¬ 
voy, escaped unhar med. 

Hoss announced Muawad's 
death in a bomb explosion similar 
to that killed President-elect 
Bashir Gemayel, 34, on Sept. 14, 
1982, only 22 days after his elec¬ 
tion. 

“It is a national disaster,” Hoss 
said in a radio address to die 
country. “President Rene 
Muawad was ««»<ouatg;rf by the 
hand of treason,” he said, his 
voice breaking with emotion. The 
announcement was made 2Vfc 


■- ':+:m 






' Muawad is survived by a wife, 
Nayla Kboury, and two children 
— Rima. 22, and Michel, 17. 

Muawad, Hoss and Hnsseini 
were heading for their respective 
homes from an independence day 
ceremoy at the government bouse 
in the Sanayeh district when the 
Mast jolted the city. 

Hoss and Hnsseini convened 
“crisis talks'* to prepare for a 
quick parliament session to elect 
a successor to Muawad, a state¬ 
ment released by Hoss’ office 
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hours after the explosion. 

Earlier, police spokesmen in¬ 
sisted that Mnawad had survived 
the attempt. They would not ex¬ 
plain why news of his death was 
held for so long. 

Police said the fatalities in¬ 
cluded six Syrian soldiers and 
seven Lebanese army troops of 
tfae unit assigned to protea the 
president. Muawad’s aide de 
camp also was killed. 

The blast was so powerful that 
it buried the president’s blue bul¬ 
let-proof Mercedes limousine, 
several metres oft the two-way 
Bustros Boulevard. 


It stressed that they were trying 
to avoid political vacuum that 
would undermine a Christian- 
*Muslim peace pact which parlia¬ 
ment approved at a special ses¬ 
sion in Saudi Arabia last month. 

Hardline Christian leader 
Michel Aoun opposed tbe pact 
and Muawad’s election on Nov. 

5. He called tbe president a “Sy¬ 
rian lackey.’’ He made no im¬ 
mediate comment after 
Muawad’s assassination. 

West Beirut’s streets emptied 
Wednesday from all but Syrian 
soldiers and Lebanese policemen. 
Residents apparently feared out¬ 
break of shelling duels between 
Aoun’s troops arid allied Syrian 
and Lebanese forces. 

Hundreds of Syrian soldiers 
and Lebanese army troops and 
policemen converged on the 
scene. 


Palestinian killed, four 
wounded in violent clashes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Unknown 
assailants stabbed to death a 70- 
year-old Palestinian suspected of 
assisting the Israeli authorities, 
and Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded at least four Gazans in 
dashe s Wednesday, Arab reports 
said. 

Mohammed Mustafa Nazal was 
killed in the occupied West Bank 
town of Jenin by four masked 
men, Palestinian journalists said. 
They said Nazal was suspected of 
being a pro-Israeli collaborator 
and also carried an Israeli- 
licensed weapon. There were no 
details as to the type of weapon. 

He was the 148th Palestinian 
killed by fellow. Arabs daring the 
23-month uprising. Most were 
suspected collaborators, but 
some were killed for “moral 
offences” such as prostitution. 

At least 615 Palestinians have 
died of Israeli gunfire in the 
revolt, and 42 Israelis also have 
been kilted. 

In die occupied Gaza Strip, 
meanwhSe, Israeli soldiers shot 


and wounded at least four Palesti¬ 
nians in stone-throwing clashes in 
the Shati refugee camp, hospital 
officials said. 

The confrontations came as 
businesses and transportation in 
the occupied territories were pa¬ 
ralysed by a general strike 
ordered by the Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist movement Hamas. 

Hamas said tbe strike was in 
solidarity with Palestinians jailed 
by the Israeli authorities. The 
group’s elderly leader, Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, and some 200 
members are currently in jail 
awaiting trial on charges that 
include murder, assistance in die 
killing of two Israeli soldiers and 
other offences. 

According to -army figures, 
some 9,101 Palestinians were 
jailed as of Nov. 14, of them 
1,735 held in ‘’administrative de¬ 
tention,” a procedure allowing 
imp risonment for up to one year 

On Tuesday, dozens of Israelis 
shouting “death to the Arabs” 
burned tyres and set up roadb¬ 


locks in their Jerusalem neigh¬ 
bourhood Tuesday, accusing an 
Arab driver of intentionally run¬ 
ning over a seven-year-old girl. 

Police said there was no proof 
the driver of a municipality gar¬ 
bage truck killed Mirav Yisrael 
out of nationalist motives. 

The uprising erupted in tbe 
Gaza Strip’s Jabalya refugee 
camp in December 1987 when 
rumours spread that an army 
track intentionally collided with 
an Arab vehicle, killing four 
Gazans. 

Tbe army denied tfae charges, 
but the uprising spread to towns 
and villages throughout the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. 

Police and firefighters Tuesday 
extinguished the bunting tyres on 
Jurusalem street where the road 
accident occurred. 

Police said tfae driver bad been 
arrested and was being investi¬ 
gated. 

“Certainly no possibility has 
been raised that tfae driver (fid 
this on a nationalist back¬ 
ground," he said. 


Arafat said to urge | Shamir cries foul 
aggressive U.S. stand after Paris talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat urged U.S. 
President George Bush to adopt “a more aggressive attitude” 
towards Israel and criticised tbe Israeli proposal for elections in the 
occupied territories, Israel Radio reported Wednesday. 

But the P alestin e Liberation Organisation (PLO) chairman did 
not rule out talks between Israel ami Palestinians “under the right 
co nd i ti ons” in a message sent to Bush in Washington, die radio 
said, 

Israel Radio (fid not say how it obtained a copy of the message, 
which it noted was marked “classified.” _ 

White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said Tuesday that 
Bush got a m essage from. Arafat “in tbe last couple of days,” but be 
refused to divulge its contents. “It was a private message and was 
sent orally in order to keep it private," Fitzwater added. 

In the message, Israel Radio reported, Arafat said an increasing 
number of Palestinians believe that Israel is not seriously searching 
for a political solution. 

“This is creating an atmosphere that rouses die r adi c als against 
the moderates, and it «"alr«s it difficult for us to keep up the hopes 
of onr people. Patience is waning,” the PLO leader was quoted as 


“The Palestinian nation believes the United States* obligation to 
Israel’s security should not prevent it from acting with a balanced 
policy that takes into account the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian nation and the needs of both sides of tbe conflict,” 

| Arafat reportedly said. 

“A more aggressive attitude by the U.S. towards Israel would 
raise our hopes and convince the Palestinians to continue to 
nonriah positive po siti ons all the while goading Israel to adopt a 
reasonable stance that will allow ns to take the first steps in tbe 
process,” the radio quoted Arafat as saying. 

In die mess age , Arafat said Israel’s designs for bolding elections 
in die occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip were aimed at 
establishing a body that replaces tfae PLO, the ratfio reported. 

“Understandably, our people in the occupied territories are 
aware of this Israeli tactic and will foil every Israeli attempt to 
achieve this goal,” Arafat was quoted as saying. 

Israel’s foreign ministry refused to react to the message or 
speculate bow it was leaked to Israel Radio. 

Foreign Minister Mosfae Arens, however, blamed tbe PLO for 
delaying an Egyptian response to U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s proposal for Israeu-P&testnuan talk s to be held in Cairo on 
boots election plan; 


PARIS (Agencies) — France’s 
Middle East policy is both pro- 
Palestinian and pro-Arab, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
complained Wednesday as he 
wound up an official visit to Paris. 

His remarks came after France 
voiced open scepticism on Tues¬ 
day about Israel’s proposals which 
reject any role for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and rale out a future Palestinian 
state. 

“The president, (Francois Mit¬ 
terrand), believes that French in- 
teresets dictate a pro-Palestinian 
and pro-Arab position, which we 
oppose,” Shamir told reporters. 

“On the other hand the presi¬ 
dent expresses his sympathy for 
die Israeli people. How these two 
ideas go together is tbe presi¬ 
dent’s buaness, not ours.” he 
said. 

Shamir tried to convince Mit¬ 
terrand of the logic of Israel’s 
proposals, but foiled to do so, 
according to officials at die pres- 
ktentkal palace Tuesday. 

Shamir arrived in Paris for a 
two-day visit en route home from 
the United States. He also was to 
meet three European Community 
(EC) foreign ministers. Premier 
Michel Rocard and Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac, principal leader 
of me conservative opposition. 

In Washington, the Israeli 
prime minis ter reviewed with 
U.S. officials tbe plan by Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker for 
preliminary Israeli-Palestinian 
talks on Israel's proposal for elec¬ 


tions in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip leading to 
autonomy. 

Israel has accepted die Baker 
plan, but has asked the United 
States for assurance that the PLO 
will be excluded from tbe talks 
and that they be limited to die 
Israeli election plan. 

PLO sources in Tunis said the 
PLO also had accepted the plan, 
with the proviso dial the PLO 
control the makeup of the Palesti¬ 
nian delegation. 

Officials at the Elysee Palace 
said Mitterrand and Shamir were 
not at all on the same 
wavelength. France and the rest 
of the European Community 
favour an international confer¬ 
ence on the Middle East involv¬ 
ing the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council and 
all parties concerned with the 
Mideast conflict. 

In tbe absence of any move 
towards such a conference, they 
Europeans generally s upport the 
Baker plan. 

The officials said Mitterrand 
told Shamir that if nothing was 
done to resolve the Palestinian 
probe 1m, there was no reason to 
suppose that the Arab countries 
would accept his logic. 

Shamir’s complaints Wednes¬ 
day underlined Israeli concern 
about the direction of French 
policy since his visit to Paris in 
February. 

Last May Mitterrand officially 
received PLO leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat for the first tune. 


Jordan: 
Muawad 
killing 
an Arab 
tragedy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Wednesday expressed deep sad¬ 
ness and sorrow over the assas¬ 
sination of the newly-elected pres¬ 
ident of Lebanon, Rese Muawad, 
who was kJBed m a bomb blast in 
west Beirut. 

An official spokesman b«m m a 
statement carried by tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the assas¬ 
sination “constitutes a major 
catastrophe to Lebanon and tbe 
Arab World mid is bound to have 
its advene consequences on tbe 
whole region-’* 

“Jordan, which joined tbe 
Arabs’ and the world’s optimism 
at the election of President 
Mnawad, hoping that this would 
begin to r et u rn Lebanon to nor¬ 
mal, sees that this murder is 
aimed at the unity, so vereignty 
and independence of Lebanon, 
and it comes as an attempt to 
defeat tbe latest efforts made to 
help the Lebanese people end 
thete proble ms .** the spokesman 
said. 

Jordan, the spokesman said, 
“shares with the Lebanese people 
and the bereave d Mnawad family 
their and appeals to aB 

factions and parties in Lebanon to 
display utmost restraint and soli¬ 
darity so as to fofl a& conspiracies 
by hostile forces aiming to destroy 
what may be the last chance for a 
settlement in Lebanon.” 

The spokesman expressed hope 
flat “the aim e would not dis¬ 
courage efforts to estabfish a set¬ 
tlement in L eb ano n ” mid Arab 
League endeavours to bring peace 
to that country. 

Prime Mtaister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, in a sftrtraie a t carried by 
Petra, also expressed sorrow over 
the kHHng of Muawad which he 
described as “a massive setback 
for hopes for peace, stabffity and 
development in Lebanon after the 
Taif agreement” sponsored by the 
Arab League. 

The prime numster expressed 
hope that “tbe Lebanese people 
wffl be able to overcome this 
setback and resume work on 
establishing stabffity and legjtnua- 
cy and ending its suffering.” 

Arab and fmrign countries also 
denounced the killing. 

Syria denounced the assassina¬ 
tion and quickly pointed tbe En- 
ger of suspicion at General Michel 
Aran. 

Aoun, tfae army commander, 
controls Leban on 's Christian en¬ 
clave and opposes the presence erf 
Syrian troops hi tbe country. He 
r ej ected the authority of Muawad 
who was elected with Syrian 


“The hand of betrayal and 
treason has reacted the martyr 
Preddent Rene Mnawad,” die 
official Syrian news agency SANA 
said. 

UJ. President George Bush de¬ 
nounced as “disgraceful, terroris¬ 
tic” tfae kflhng and pledged con- 
thmed U.S. assistance for efforts 
to cad Lebanon's 14-year dvfl 
war. 

**It is a disgraceful perform¬ 
ance and b condemned by tbe 
United States of America,” Bush 
said. “However, we most not id 
the brutal killing stand in the way 
of trying to bring peace to the 
troubled corner of the world. I 
would tike to offer the help of 
America... to bring these Infers to 

Justice.” 

France express e d horror at the 
assasdnatiou and appealed for un¬ 
ity to assure peace to the country 
it once rated. 

“I wish to express tfae shock of 
tbe French government fan the face 
of this terrflde assassination and 
convey its condolences to all 
I- eban es e people,” Junior Foreign 
Minister Edwige A vice said in a 
statement to parliament. 

Algeria, a key medtetor in 
lebwra, co n dem n ed the kHHng 
and urged parihuneut to elect a 
successor quickly. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three Royal 
Decrees issued Wednesday even¬ 
ing, dissolved the 30-member Up¬ 
per House of Parliament (Sen¬ 
ate); named a new 40-member 
Senate, including a woman; and 
reappointed Ahmad Lawzi as 
spe^er. 

T-»iia Sharaf, a former informa¬ 
tion minister, was named by the 
Royal Decree as Senate member 
in die 16th Upper House of Par¬ 
liament, making her the first 
woman to enter the legislative 
authority in the history of Jordan. 

The new Senate is made up of 
40 members in accordance with 
the Constitution which stipulates 
that die number of Senate mem¬ 
bers should constitute half the 
number of Lower House mem¬ 
bers. The strength of the Lower 
House was raised to 80 from 60 in 
accordance with the 1986 Elec¬ 
tion Law and its amendments 
earlier this year. 

With the Royal Decrees issued 
Wednesday, the stage is set for 
the new Parliament to meet Nov. 
27. The King will open the parlia¬ 
ment session with a traditional 
speech from die throne, following 
with both houses will bold sepa- ’ 
rate sessions and elect their re¬ 
spective officials and committees. 

Parliament officials confirmed 
that Senate members constitu¬ 
tionally can also serve as Cabinet 
members but not as any other 
government officials. 

Following are the names of tbe 
Senate members: 

1. Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker — 
(current prime minister); 

2. Bahjat Talbouni — (serving 
senator); 


3. Ahmad Lawzi — (speaker); 

4. Ahmad Obeidat (former prime 
minister); 

5. Akef Al Fayez (former speaker 
of the Lower House); 

6. Bashir Al Sabbagh — (former 
minister); 

7. Subhi Amin Amer — (former 
minister); 

8. Khalil Al Salem — (former 
governor of Central Bank of 
Jordan) 

9. Akram Zuaitar — (serving 
senator); 

10. Habez Al Majah — (retired 
commander-in-chief of the aimed 
forces); 

11. Ainer Khammash — (advisor 
to His Majesty King Hussein); 

12. Muhammad Rassoul Al 
Keilani — (former ambassador); 

13. Jaafar Al Sh ami — (former 
minister); 

14. Omar Al Nabulsi — (former 
minister); 

15. Ishaq Al Farhan — (former 
minister); 

16. Salem Masa’adeh — 
(minister); 

17. Kamel Al Sharif — (former 
minister); 

18. Marwan AI Qasem — 
(minister); 

19. Sai’d Al Tal — (former 
minister); 

20. Laila Sharaf — (former 
minister); 

21. Ibrahim Izzedine — 
(minister); 

22. Muhammad Oudeh Al 
Quran; 

23. Junta Hammad — (senator); 

24. Baijas Al Hadid; 

25. Mohammad Kamal — (for¬ 
mer ambassador); 

26. Mohammad All Bdeir — (in¬ 


dustrialist); 

27. Hamad Al Farhan — 

(b usin essman): 

28. Nawaaf Saud Al Qadi; 

29. Najib Al Rashdan — (head of 
the court of appeals); 

30. Khaiid Al Tarawneh — (chief 
of the GviJ Defence Depart¬ 
ment); 

31. Tareq Allaeddine — (chief of 
the General Intelligence Depart¬ 
ment); 

32. Daoud Hannania — (head of 
the National Medical Institution); 

33. Kama! Al Shaer 

34. Amin Shuqair — (union 
leader); 

35. Husm Ayesh — (intellectual 
and h nman rights campaigner); 

36. Khalaf Abu Nuwair; 

37. Ahmad Saud Al Udwan — 
(tribal chief); 

38. Ibrahim Taqei Al Dine — 
(president of chamber of com¬ 
merce in Zarqa); 

39. Ali Abu Nuwar — (former 
ambassador); 

40. Nazir Rashed — (former 
ambassador). 

Article 64 of the Constitution 
stipulates that members of the 
Senate have to be 40 years old or 
older and should have held one of 
the following positions: 

Prime minister, current and 
former minister, former ambassa¬ 
dor and extra-ordinary ambassa¬ 
dor, speaker at the Lower House 
of the Parliament, judge, retired 
lieutenant general and above. 
Parliament member who have 
been elected a minimum to two 
times and other personalities who 
have gained the trust of the peo¬ 
ple and have served the nation. 


74 deputies-elect join forces 
in new *Democratic Bloc 9 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A coalition of 14 
newly-elected Parliament 
members has been formally 
named the “Democratic Bloc” 
crowning a series of talks 
aimed at consolidating efforts 
and decisions based on com¬ 
mon ideologies, according to 
newly elected press spokesman 
of the bloc, Depnty-eiect 
Fakhr i Kawar. 

The members of tbe bloc, 
according to Kawar, indude 
deputies-elect Issa Mdanatt, 
Mansour Seifeddine Murad, 
Mohammad Al Tarawneh, 
Awni Al Basheer, Ibrahim Al 
Ghababsheh, Bassam Hadda- 
din, Husm Al Sbuyaab, Salim 
Al Zn’bi, Deeb Marji, Abdul 
Karim Al D ugh mi, Abdul 
Salam Freihat, Faris Nabulsi 
and Kawar as well as Hussein 
Mujalli. Tbe decision to form 
this bloc was readied Tuesday 
night at the end of a meeting 
held at Mujatfi’s home. 

The bloc discussed “the 
common denominators which 
could serve as a minimu m level 
of agreement among the bloc’s 
members,” Kawar told the Jor¬ 
dan Times. He said these com¬ 
mon denominators “were 
enough to consider the atten¬ 
dants members of a distinct 
parliamentary bloc.” 

The bloc also assigned sever¬ 
al of its members to “contact 
candidates for the speakership 
of the Lowe House of Parlia¬ 
ment to become acquainted 


with their programmes and the' 
possibility of reaching common 
grounds with any one of 
them," Kawar said. 

Tbe bloc has not yet made a 
decision on whom it will sup¬ 
port in the race for speak¬ 
ership, and Kawar did not rale 
out the possibility of nominat¬ 
ing a candidate from tfae bloc's 
members. “Until now we do 
not have a representative 
candidate from within the bloc 
and we have not derided to 
support any of the running 
candidates either,’’ Kawar 
said. 

Sources dose to the bloc, 
however, maintained that Mu¬ 
jalli has expressed interest in 
running for the speakership 
office but has not been able to 
secure the support of the bloc. 
Kawar declined making direct 
comment on Mujalfi’s nomina¬ 
tion maintaining that “there 
are several things to consider 
in this race and this is one of 
them.” 

In a new development 
Wednesday, Thouqan Hlnda- 
wi, until now strongly 
rumoured to be in the race for 
the speakership, denied these 
reports and said: “I- wiD not 
participate in this war for 
speakership because I am not 
personally convinced with the 
idea.” 

He confirmed that his possi¬ 
ble nomination was discussed 
among himself and other Par¬ 
liament members but main¬ 
tained that he was “never a 
candidate for this postion." 

Hindawi said he would sup¬ 


port the "candidate of*the 
majority and of an organised 
grouping and since the Muslim 
Brotherhood seems to enjoy 
the majority of votes so far I 
personally support this in prin¬ 
ciple." But he stressed that this 
derision “does not at all mean 
that 1 wQl support tbe demands 
of the Islamic movement in 
Parliament.” 

He said he would work with¬ 
in tbe public interest and tbe 
constitution. “I am tfae inde¬ 
pendent candidate of tbe peo¬ 
ple and will continue to work 
within this frame.” Hindawi 
said.. 

Sulaiman Arar confirmed 
that he was still in the race for 
the speakership office and said 
contacts with other parlia¬ 
mentarians indicate that his 
“chances in winning are excel¬ 
lent.” 

Arar declined giving an ex¬ 
act number of votes he had 
secured but said that the num¬ 
ber of parliamentarians who , 
have promised him their votes 
“would ensure my' success 
from the first round." 

Bnt he pointed out that 
“one cannot be totally sure 
because people say something 
and no one knows whether 
they will stick to it or not." 

Also running for tbe speak¬ 
ership office are Laith 
Shbeilat, who has just returned 
from Omra, and Dr. Youssif 
Mbeideen, tbe declared candi¬ 
date of the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood. Neither was available i 
for comment Wednesday. 


Dubcek urges party to quit 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslova¬ 
kia’s reformist leader Alexander 
Dubcek, ousted by a Warsaw 
Pact invasion 21 years ago, 
Wednesday urged the country's 
beleaguered Communist leaders 
to resign. 

In a statement read out to 
thousands of protesters who 
ignored fears of a government 
crackdown to jam central Pra¬ 
gue’s Weoceslas Square for the 
sixth consecutive day, Dubcek, 
67, said he would come and meet 
them in tbe square. 

Earlier more than 200,000 de¬ 
monstrators had heard calk for a 


general strike next week to has¬ 
ten the end of Communist role. 

In East Germany, the embat¬ 
tled leadership proposed round¬ 
table talks with opposition 
groups, a move that in neighbour¬ 
ing Poland led to last Jura's 
partly-free elections and the 
crushing defeat of the Commun¬ 
ists. 

Similar negotiations in Hun¬ 
gary have produced the promise 
of completely free elections next 
year. 

As the storm of glasnost swept 
through East Europe, only 
Romania’s autocratic leader 


Nicolae Ceauscscu still set his 
face firmly against change, and 
even he appeared to be feeling his 
isolation,, looking outside the 
continent to offer doser ties with 
hardline Cuba and China. 

Demonstrators in Prague 
taunted their unpopular leader 
Milos Jakes with chants of “Milos 
— it’s over." 

Police did not intervene, but 
Jakes warned in a television 
address Tuesday night that the 
socialist policies of tbe country 
must be preserved and there were 
“boundaries which should not be 
overstepped." 
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Eritrean talks make 
progress, accord likely 


NAIROBI (R) — Talks on ending 28 years of war in 
Eritrea are making progress and the Ethiopian 
government could agree with rebels by the end of the. 
week to call a full-scale peace conference. 


officials say one of them, Haflu 
Yemena, has been acting prime 
minis ter since Fikre Selassie was 


“Things are moving favourably 
and I would hope everything is 
wrapped up by the end of the 
week, if not earlier,” a source 
close to the talks told Reuters 
Wednesday. 

He spoke as delegations from 
Ethiopian government and the 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPLF) rebels met for a 
third straight day in Kenya's 
capital Nairobi to iron out pro¬ 
cedural issues hampering foil 
peace negotiations. 

Carrie Hannon, spokeswoman 
for former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, who is chairing the dosed 
talks, told reporters the parties 
bad met for five-and-a-half hours 
Tuesday in an atmosphere “con¬ 
structive and conducive to nego¬ 
tiations.” 

She declined to give details but 
added that Carter had held sepa¬ 
rate meetings with each ade to 
try to spe :C up the talks, their 
second sin-'? the delegations first 
met in ,'.!acta, Georgia, in 
Septemhe 

The negotiators are wrangling 
over appointing and African co- 
chairman'to assist Carter, inter- 
natinal observers and a secretar¬ 
iat for the talks. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple have died in the war in Erit¬ 
rea, Africa's longest-running con¬ 
flict which has also forced 800,000 
people into exile. 

The EPLF wants the province, 
a former Italian colony along the 
Red Sea, Ethiopia's mam outlet 
to the outside world, to become 
an independent state. Ethiopia 
has given its limited autonomy. 

Another northern rebel move¬ 
ment, the Tigray People's Libera¬ 
tion Front (TPLF), is pressing 
southwards towards the capital 
Addis Ababa and claiming a 
series of mflitaiy victories. 

The TPLF, fighting since 1975 
to overthrow President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, held separate pre¬ 
liminary peace talks with the gov¬ 
ernment in Rome earlier this 


month. 

Mengistu, who offered uncon¬ 
ditional talks to the rebels shortly 
after be was nearly toppled in 
May by military commanders de¬ 
manding an end to the northern 
wars, Wednesday promoted his 
chief negotiator with the insur- 


Cabinet reshuffle 

In a cabinet reshuffle, he made 
Ashagre Yigletu deputy prime 
minister in charge of social 
affairs. Ashagre had been head of 
the Foreign Relations Depart¬ 
ment of the ruling Workers’ Party 
of Ethiopia. 

The reshuffle was announced 
as Ashagre was bolding a second 
round of preliminary peace talks 
with the EPLF. 

Mengistu also named Yilma 
Kassaye, a previously unknown 
figure, to head the government’s 
Relief and Rehabilitation Com¬ 
mission, which supervises famine 
relief in the drought-hit north. 

The post bad been vacant since 
previous incumbent Colonel 
Berhanu Jembere was transferred 
back to active military service in 
August. 

Mengistu appointed Tekola 
Dejen finance minister to replace 
WoDe Chekol, wbo was prom¬ 
oted to deputy prime minister 
with responsibility for economic 
affairs in an earlier reshuffle on 
Nov. 7. 

Tekola was formerly minister 
of coffee and tea development 
and spearheaded a government 
effort to produce and market 
coffee, Ethiopia’s main export. 

The new minister of coffee and 
tea development is Hambissa 
Wakoya, former vice-minister for 
development of state farms. 

Mengistu did not name a new 
prime minis ter to replace his old 
comrade-in-arms Fikre Selassie 
Wodgeress, who was dismis sed 
on Nov. 7. 

Ethiopia now has four deputy 
prime minister s and government 


Fikre Selassie, a former air 
force captain and key figure in 
the 1974 revolution that over¬ 
threw Emperor Haile Selassie, 
was officially relieved of his 
duties for health reasons. 

Bnt diplomats said he was sus¬ 
pected of sympathising with a 
crap attempt against Mengistu in 
May and of allegedly trying to 
smuggle gold out of the country. 

The cabinet reshuffle was the 
fourth since the coup attempt by 

mili tary mnimanifart 

4 milli on need emergency food 

Meanwhile a senior United Na¬ 
tions official said Wednesday four 
million people in drought-rav¬ 
aged northern Ethiopia would 
need emergency food aid next 
year, twice the number previous¬ 
ly thought. 

“Unless adequate and urgent 
preparations to meet the 
emergency are made by the inter¬ 
national donor community, the 
prospect of a repeat of the 1984 
situation in which over a million 
people perished dne to famine is 
very real,” David Morton, of the 
Worid Food Programme (WFP), 
told Reuters.. 

Morton said this year’s drought 
in the northern province of Erit¬ 
rea is also affecting the adjacent 
provinces of Tigray and Wollo 
more severely than previously 
forecast. 

Last month, the WFP appealed 
for 242,000 tonnes of food aid for 
Eritrea and Tigray next year 
saying more than 1.7 millio n peo¬ 
ple mere faced starvation after 
failure of their crops. 

On Wednesday, Morion said 
the latest satellite pictures indi¬ 
cated that up to two milli on peo¬ 
ple in Tigray and WqIIo and 
another two milli on in Eritrea 
would need at least 500,000 ton¬ 
nes of emergency food aid. 

Eritrea and Tigray have both 
been racked by prolonged civil 
wars and since August Wollo 
been the scene of heavy fighting 
between government troops and 
rebels. 


North Yemeni leader confirms 
plans for union with S. Yemen 


KUWAIT (AP) — North Yeme¬ 
ni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
was quoted Wednesday as con¬ 
firming moves for the union of his 
state with South Yemen. 

Saleh who will confer with 
South Yemeni President Heider 
A1 Attas in the southe: u capital 
of Aden on Nov. 20, said the two 
will announce the setting up of 
the “Republic of Yemer. " 

The declaration would be “an 
advanced step toward merging 
the two countries in a completely 
united entity,” he was quoted as 
adding in an interview with the 
Kuwait daily A1 Rai AJ A am. 

Following the declaration, the 
two countries were likely to unify 
the handling of defence and fore¬ 
ign affairs, Saleh said. 

State-run newspapers in North 
Yemen reported earlier the Re¬ 
public of Yemen would be a 
confederation of the two Arab 
states that control the strategic 
Bab A1 Man dab Strait, the nar¬ 
row entrance to the Red Sea. 

The move would make North 
Yemen a bridge linking its part¬ 
ners in the Arab Cooperation 
Council, Egypt, Jordan and Iraq, 
with the Arab World's only self- 


confessed Marxist state. 

The 10-month-old ACC is pari- 
marily an economic onion. South 
Yemeni officials have said they 
would consider joining also when 
their onion with North Yemen is 
completed. 

Saleh told A1 Rai A1 Aam that 
in the envisaged Republic of Ye¬ 
men the two countries will initial¬ 
ly maintain their own existing 
internal policies and political 
structures — the Marxist Socialist 
Party in the South and the Gener¬ 
al People's Congress in the 
North. 

“Our political structure will be¬ 
nefit from the world’s positive 
experiments, both from the East 
and the West, excluding of course 
those negative aspects which run 
counter to our Islamic creed,” be 
said. 

Nov. 30 is the anniversary of 
South Yemen’s independence 
from British colonial rule in 1967. 
A Marxist government gained 
control shortly after independ¬ 
ence and forged close military 
and economic links with the 
Soviet Union. 

Neighbouring oil-rich Arab 
states like Saadi Arabia have 


been trying to bring about the 
union of die two Yemens for 
years, despite the differences in 
their political systems. 

These efforts were snarled with 
tiie outbreak of a fierce 12-day 
civil war in January 1986 between 
rival wings of Aden's Socialist 
Party when the deposed Presi¬ 
dent Ali Nasser Mohammad 
sought refuge in the North with 
some 40,000 of his followers. 

Saleh dismissed Mohammad’s 
presence in the North as an obsta¬ 
cle to unity. 'This question poses 
no problem in the light of the 
unitary action,” be was quoted as 
saying. 

As part of its effort to encour¬ 
age the merger Saudi Arabia has 
provided South Yemen with 200 
million riyaJs (S53 million) loans 
and grants for various develop¬ 
ment projects. 

The flow of aid began after 
Attas visited Saudi Arabia soon 
after taking over from the de¬ 
posed Mohammad in 1986. He 
was campaigned widely since 
then to assure the Arab states 
that he wanted to improve rela¬ 
tions with them and eventually 
seek onion with North Yemen. 




-S- President Simmj Carter 
with heads of the Ethiopian 


Turkey demands compensation for 
downing of plane by Syrian MiGs 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey de¬ 
manded $14.6 nuflion from Syria 
in compensation for thedowning 
of a Turkish civilian aircraft by 
Syrian warplanes last month, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Two Syrian MiG-21 jets shot 
down a Turkish survey plane ab¬ 
out 13 miles inside Turkish terri¬ 
tory on Oct. 21. AH five crew 
members were killed. 

The spokesman, Murat Sun- 
gar, said Turkey informed the 
Syrian authorities about the issue 
last week and also raised it during 
the talks with the Syrian Deputy 


Foreign Minister Yusuf Shakkur, 
who paid an official visit here this 
week. 

Shakkur said Syria would re¬ 
spond to Turkey's compensation 
request after concluding its own 
investigation over the matter, 
Sungar told reporters during a 
weekly news conference. 

Sungar said Turkey also 
accepted a Syrian request to con¬ 
duct an investigation at the site of 
the incident in the south eastern 
Hafay province in the coming 
days. “But, we expect Syria to 
fimsh its investigation without de¬ 
lay and meet our compensation 


request soon,” he added. 

Syria has offered its condo¬ 
lences to the Turkish government 
over the incident. 

Sungar said several bilateral 
issues were also discussed during 
Shakkur's stay here, which was in 
preparation for a visit by the 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
AJ Sharaa early next year. 

Syria has expressed concern 
that Turkey could cut off or 
reduce the flow of waters of the 
Euphrates River, a vital resource 
in the arid region, with the braid¬ 
ing of a chain of dams and hyd¬ 
roelectric power plants. 


Algerian ruling party seeks 
to avoid fate of East Europe 


ALGIERS (R) — Faced with 
daunting pressure for change af¬ 
ter 27 yean in power, Algeria's 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN) is seeking to avoid the fate 
of Co mmunis t parties in Poland 
and East Germany. 

The front is setting the pace 
itself with sweeping internal re¬ 
forms to be debated at a key 
party congress next week. 

At stake is the future of the 
party that after unchallenged 
power must now face free elec¬ 
tions next year, party officials 
say. 

Reformists also hope that de¬ 
bate on a thorough overhaul of the 
party structure will lead to a 
purge of officials tainted with 
corruption. 

“Let those who enriched them¬ 
selves on the backs of the FLN go 
away and spend their money,” 
one reformer told the liberal 
weekly Algerie Actualite. “Let 
them quit die FLN, they have 


already dirtied it enough.” 

President Chadli Benjcdid, 
also FLN president, seeks solid 
backing for ambitious reforms he 
launched last year to liberalise 
the economy and create a multi¬ 
party democracy. 

He also wants the FLN to open 
up to die young and shake out a 
stagnant party apparatus no lon¬ 
ger responsive to the public. 
Algerians under 30 years of age 
form more than 60 per cent of the 
population but account for only 
10 per cent of FLN membership. 

Conservatives want to keep an 
elitist party with conditions for 
membership. 

Pre-congress meetings this 
week revealed widespread resist¬ 
ance from party hardliners to key 
elements of BenjeduTs reforms. 

“Political, economic and social 
reforms remain confronted with 
fixed positions that prejudice the 
necessary renovation of our 
front,” the FLN weekly Revolu¬ 


tion Africaine said in its current 
issue. 

Shaken by riots in October 
1988, when angry youths roamed 
the streets smashing FLN offices, 
the party reluctantly backed d 
new constitution that introduced 
multi-party politics last February. 

Unlike Communist parties m 
Poland and East Germany, re¬ 
cently forced to share power by 
grass-roots protest, the national¬ 
ist FLN still runs the government 
and the official Ugta labour 
union. 

But newly legal opposition par¬ 
ties , especially Communists and 
• Tslamic fhnrianiBntali«^ ) ait gain¬ 
ing fast and scores erf wildcat 
strikes challenge die Ugta lead¬ 
ership. 

Abdessalem Belaid, a leading 
hardliner, has called the Nov. 
28-30 congress the FLN’s last 
chance to remain the country’s 
leading party. 


Iraq launches space programme 


LONDON — Underlining its de¬ 
termination to assure its place as 
a major Middle Eastern power, 
Iraq is moving to acquire a space 
satellite, pSsably for launch by a 
Chinese rocket. 

Brazil, which has a relatively 
sophisticated aerospace sector, is 
set to play a central role in Iraq's 
plans. Baghdad's Scientific Re¬ 
search Centre (SRC) and Brazil's 
space agency. Institute de Pes- 
quisas Espadais (ENPE) have 
been discussing a satellite deal for 
some time, in which the main 
contractor would be the Orfoita 
Systems Company. Oririta is a 
joint venture of several B razilian 
armaments and aerospace com¬ 
panies, notably Embraer and En- 
gesa Engenhedros Espedalizados 


The proposed contract is 


thought to involve a satellite simi¬ 
lar to INPE’sSCDl model,which 
would be equipped with a 
French-built high resolution 
camera capable of taking infrared 
pictures. The deal would also 
involve the supply of a range of 
associated technology, including 
a laboratory where Iraq coukl 
build and test its own satellites. 
The package would cost Baghdad 
about $50 million. 

Negotiations are now thought 
to be at .an advanced stage, 
although the latest known de¬ 
velopment was a visit to Brazil by 
an SRC team in late May. The 
delegation left Brazil on June 2 to 
visit France to discuss the provi¬ 
sion of the satellite's camera. 

It is unclear how the satellite 
will be launched, bnt one option 
will be to use a Chinese rocket. 


under a contract with a new 
Brazffian-Chinese company. In¬ 
ternational Satellite Communica¬ 
tion Ltd (Inscom), which special¬ 
ises in satellite launching and 
tracking. 

Formed in February this year 
and registered in Liechtenstein, 
Inscom is a joint venture between 
the China Great Wall Industrial 
Corporation (CGWIC) and the 
Brazilian armaments and missile 
company Avibras Aeroespadai. 

In Washington, officials are 
alarmed at the spread of spy 
satellites to Third World and 
other nations. Iraq, however, 
would assert that it has no less 
right to satellites than the coun¬ 
tries which already possess them, 
and not least Israel, whose first 
satellite, Ofeq-1, was launched 
last year. — CAABU Bulletin. 
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Turkey denies beating Iranians . ■ ■ r 

ANKARA (Ki _Turkey denied Wednesday its police beat : j 

IramanstudeiLonsuspiciOTL^wOT^vo^^a^bo^jBig • 

which manned a Saudi diplomat. The I ranian Ne ws .Agency “ 
(IRNA) quoted Tehran's Jomhun Eslami 
saying toe students were beatra 

deSSed. “We completely deny sa ^J e P^L r 

Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar told reporters. Turkish sews- f . 
papers had reported police rSdson bowels teqi^wo students 
after a bomb exploded in the car of Sautfi Arabi^&^nat - ^ \ 
Abdurrahman Shrewi in Ankara on Oct. 16, Mowing off both fas 
legs. An anonymous caller to a Western news agencym Cypna 
claimed responsibility on behalf of the Lebanes^based pm- 
Iranian Islamic Jihad gronp, saying tl^ atlack w^ tq avenge the 
execution of 16 convicted Kuwaiti Shiite bombers.m Mecca, V#" 1 
Saudi Arabia, in September. . 

Tunisian students boycott classes > 

TUNIS (R) — University students in the sout h Tunisi an city of 
Sfax are boycotting classes in protest at an outbreak of. food t' 
poisoning at the campus cafeteria, university officials .said 
Wednesday. They said37 students were hospitalised after having 
dinner in the cafeteria Tuesday last week. The officials denied a * * 
T unis newspaper report that 290 students needed hospital £j* 1£- 
treatment. The boycott began the day after the incident;;they 
added. On Tuesday the university's disciplinary council expefied 
four students for holding unauthorised meetings, mating fellow $ ^ 
students to strike and using abusive language against university ^ 
staff, the officials said. The students, two from the medical faculty 
and two from the science faculty, were said to be members of the r „ 
pro- Mamie Tunisian General Students’ Union. 


3 Sudanese policemen killed 

KHARTOUM (R) — Three Sudanese policemen were killalaia 
rebel ambush in south west Sudan, an Interior Ministry statement 
said Tuesday. Tlie official Sudan News Agency (SUNA)quoted 
the statement as saying the three men were travetting in a vehicle 
S unday when they hit a landmine. Rebels later opened fire on 
them, it added. The incident took place near the town of Kadogji 
in south Kordofan province where guerrillas of the Sudan 
People’s liberation Army (SPLA) have recently mtensffied theft 
activities. The SPLA has fought government troops since 1983 in 
rtu> mainly animtgf or Christian south and adjacent tenitories m a 
fad to end whai it views as an unjust domination of thecounfry by 
its Arabised Muslim majority. Hie two rides are scheduled to 
begin a fresh round of direct peace talks in- Nairobi on Dec^l. 

Israeli officer removed after suicide = . 

TFT AVIV (AP) — An officer in an elite combat unit was 
relieved of his command and five soldiers were removed from the 
unit following the suicide of a 20-year-old soldier, file army has. 
said. Saturday’s suicide of Eli Shahar, a Givati Brigade sergeant, 
•was reportedly triggered by a hazing from fellow soldiers. Maj. 
Gen. Matan Vflnai, head of the army’s southern command that 
has jurisdiction over the elite brigade, decided the five sokBas 
“are no longer worthy of serving in the Givati Brigade,? the army 
said in a statement. It said Vflnai made the decision after 
personally interrogating Shahar’s commanders and receiving a 
detailed investigative report on the case from the Givati comman¬ 
der, who was not named in keeping with army rules. The derision 
was approved by file army’s Chief of Staff, Lt-Gen. Dan 
Sbomron, the army said. 

Turkey elects parliament speaker 

ANKARA. (AP)—Farmer Depiflty Premier K^aJErdei^^ae of. 
the founders of file governing Motherland Party, wasdefected., 
speaker of parliament. Erdem, 61, who was deputy premrarm tfe 
government of President Turgut Ozal, got 270 vote^-m - the 
450-seat legislature to defeat Metin Emirogju, also"of the 
Motherland Party, who got 94. A number of the deputies,efther 
(fid not vote or cast empty ballots, but pariiarnem sources say 
Erdem’s election indicated he had to have coBectedsOae 
-opposition party votes. Erdem, who helped found the Mtofaetland 
Party along with Ozal, served as finance minister wbenOzalwas 
deputy premier in charge of the economy in the 1980-83 mifilaiy 
government. Together, they launched the export-oriented, free- 
maiket economic polides that rescued Turkey from a foreign debt 
crisis when it was bordering on bankruptcy. The speakership was 
vacated when the previous speaker, Yfldirim Akbutut, wasnmied 
to form a new government by Ozal, who was elected president by 
parliament on Oct. 31 after serving as premier Jfor rix yeais. 

Kabul extends state of emergency 

ISLAMABAD/ (R) — Afghanistan’s President Napbutiah has 
ex t ended a state of emergency for six months to combat what be 
called a continuing foreign intervention. A presidential decree 
issued in the Afghan capital Kabul said the intervention fay 
Pa ki s t an and its supporters had become severe recently and that 
fresh arms had been supplied to Afghan rebels, Kabul Radio said. 
The emergency, which has been in force rinoe February, had been 
extended “to stop foreign intervention, defend our beloved 
homeland and maintain peace,” the decree said. Pakistairhosts an 
estimated three million Afghan war refugees and the main . 
Western-backed guerrilla groups but denies giving them jmffitaiy 
aid. The Kabul broadcast, monitored in Islamabad, quoted the 
decree as saying file rebels were being encouraged to mooot. 
military and economic pressure on the government, citing their 
efforts to Mock highways ahead of winter. Najibutiah first 
proclaimed the state of emergency on Feb. 18 after the last of 
more than 100,000 Soviet troops pulled out of A fghanist an under 
U.N.-brokered Geneva accords. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tet 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

isa*. Koran 

15:40.Programme review 

15:45 .Children pro g ra mm e 

17:10.Book of Adventure 

I&Ofl .News for (he Deaf 

1&20 . Religions programme 

IMi .Health programme 

19:40 .Programme review 

2M0 .News in Arabic 

20iM . Local series 

21 JO ...".Programme review 

21:40 . Local programme 

22:20 .Arabic Shu 

23:00 .News in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 .Le Monde csl a vans 

UfelO. NewsmFtench 

IMS .Auji'-rd Uni cn France 

1S858 .News in Hebrew 

1*45 .Varieties 

2&60 .Sew* h Arabic 

2!h30 .Gin— 1 ». Record 

21:19 .fii. dof Prey 

22£C .News in English 

22-20 Fearnre Sim; “The Revenge of 
A1 Capoai" 

PRAYER TIMES 

94:45 . Fair 

06:06 . (Sunrise) Ouoj 

11.22 .Dfauhr 

1*13 .‘Asr 

1*38 .Maghreb 

17:58 .-Isha 

CHURCHES 


.vi. ..UM 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

63278S. 

a. Jcwi* Chan* Tc». ffllRX 4 . 


Orardi of the An—actoUon Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sale Chardi Tel. 661757 
IWnsanta Chrath Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmmdatfon Tel- 
623541. 

Anglican Church TeL 625383. TcL 
628543- 

Armenian Catbollc Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amina International Charch Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tel: 
811295. 

The Charch of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

Balkan supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Gradual rise in temperatures will 
occur and winds wfl] be southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wiB be 
northerly m oderate and seas calm. 

MinT max - temp. 

Amman. 6/22 

Aqaba. 11/28 

Deserts . 4/23 

Jordan Valley . 12/26 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Joseph Imsih.770560 


Dr. Musa Bashir.615487 

Dr. Saleh Zayed.790677 

Dr. Sahnan A1 Dabonbi.776751 

Firas pharmacy.661912 

Ferdows pharmacy . 7783 36 

AI Asema pharmacy . 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy_623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yaooub pharmacy .644945 

Shmcham pharmacy .637660 

DUUD: 

Dr. Kamel Al Najjar.{—•) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy. (985238) 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Iwnridtn Abdul Sahnan. (—) 

KbaKfeh pharmacy . 985417 


GtS Defence Department. 

Cm] Defence 

Rescue... 

CSva Defence Emergency. 

Rescoe Police.192,621111, 

Fire Brigade. 

Blood Bank. 

Highway Police... 

Traffic PoEce. 

Public Security Department.... 

Hotel Cconpkiiiits. 

Price Compiaistt. 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints-.j 

Aiuimui Muuicipafity 


Complaints.787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) . 121 

Overseas Cafls.010290 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rei»*ra.623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs .661101 

jfordaa Television.773111 

Radio Jordan. 774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric P ow er 

Company.636381 

RJ Flight Information. 08-53200 

Queen AEa loti. Airport.. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813132 

KhabdiMaternity.J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkDehMareroiiy.J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabol Amman Maternity.642362 

MaDas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmcisa ni . 664171/4 

Sb m c gaa i Hospital.66901 

University Hospital.845845 

Ai-Mnasber Hospital. 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdati . 666127/37 

Al-Alifi, Abdah . 664164/6 

Itafiaa, Al-Mohajreen. 777101/3 

Ah Bashir, J. AshraSeh.775111/26 

Army, Maria.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

ZAXQA: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital. (09)963323 

Zaroa National Hosphal .. «)9)991071 
Ibn Sina Honiul .(09)986732 

atBOh 

Princess Beam Hospital.. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Iba Al Noiees Hospital.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

TUs iafbnaatioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) iaformadoa depart¬ 
ment at the Queen AEa Interoatumal 
-Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


amivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

04:45 Siwppif m, K«|ih t j im p uf /nn 

•fcw (Rj) 

•*■-2*.NewBS(RJ) 

9930.CritoiRI) 

*9^5 .AbuDhibi,Bahram(Rjj 

>•*•9.Dhahran, RnwaSt uU) 

.%.London (RJ) 


16c39. Larnaca (RJ) 

1740 . Baghdad (RIJ 

17^0 .... New Yozi, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:19.Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

1&38.Bangkok (RJ] 

19*5 ... Rome(RJj 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

<9:10. Sanaa (LH) 

1M0...Boriidad(RJ) 

12*25 . Riyadfa 5’S%1 

1*40 . Kuwait (RU) 

1495.— Muscat, Bahrain (GFi 

14J0.Dhahran (TK) 

ISdO.Dnbai (EK) 

19:90 ................... anm.idant (KL) 

... Frankfort (LH) 

20:19 . 7jarieh l Ijwimm KP) 

2Idk5 .Cairo CMS) 

•<■-35.London (BA) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal (1) 

07:09 .Aqaba (RJ) 

190 —.Rome (RJ) 

1M®.London (Rn 

12:15. Pteis(RJ) 

12:30 . Ijnnca (RJ) 

.Baghdad (RJ) 

IW0 ......... Kuweit, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

»» .Cairo (RJ) 

.Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 


^ —. Dnbai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:15 ..TSh(Rjj 

W8 Knafa Liuupur, Si n g a p or e (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

JJJ!.Damascus, Paris (AF) 

*rS —.Frankfort (LH) 

. fta ffhdad (U) 

. 

14:5® . Bahrain, Muscat (GF 

.-.Kuwait (KU 1 

.Ankara, Istanbul (TK 

.Damascus, Dubai (EK 

21* ..Cairo (MS) 


Uppcz/lowtzr price in 
Apple. 


Barawin QM nirmnmr 'j , 


{Cauliflower.. 

*Corn... 


Cacmnhgrc ( jgnnTn . . . 

Dales....""" 


G rapefruit . 

Lesion. 

Mallow.... 

Marrow (large) .. 

Marrow (soaH).... 

OItb.. 

lOfive*.. 

Onion (dry).... 

Onion (green) ___ 

Orange... 

^PlwChot). 

Pepper (sweet)... 

Potato ..... 

Kaddtah. 


Os per kg. 
... 420/380 

- 450/400 
.. 400/350 
.. 300 / 250 
.. 180/140 
.. 320/280 
.. 140/100 
.. 250/200 
.. 120/ 60 
.. 220/180 
.. 600 / 450 
.. 160/120 
.. 850/730 
~ 220/180 
.. 200/180 
.. 150/100 
.. 100/70 
.. 190/140 
.. 620/560 
.. 900/800 
.. 300/250 
.. 200/150 
.. 450/400 
.. 140/100 
: 160/120 
. 330/280 

- 180/140 
. 480/400 


Spinach.120 f 80 

Tomatoes _;..... ‘300 1& 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
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Ms 15.Children program®*' 
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23M.News summary in Artf* 
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1MB. News in French 
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»39 -..News £n Hebrew 
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23US ..._ _ Three’* Camp* 1 ? 


94stf_ 

0&07 __ 

.U.22 ........... 


__ (&mise)DaBt 

. .JJbnhr 

__ ‘M* 

———“^S 





























































































































JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23-24,1989 


Agricultural engineers federation opens meeting in Amman 

ijj Food security a must — premier 
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AMMAN (J.T.) —- Prime Monger Sharif Zdd Ben 
Shaker Wednesday emphasised Jordan’s keenness 
.on pursuing efforts that can help ensure food security 
for the Arab World, and increase food production. 

“Arab countries should direct development of natural resources 
investments to agricultural pro- if the Arab World is to attain 
jects in order to ensure sufficient self-sufficiency. 

.food supplies and to increase Sharif Zeid raged the partid-. 
their • capabilities in competing pants of the confere n ce to follow 
with foreign products in domestic up the implementation of its re- 
jmd international markets,” die solutions and recommendations 
prime minister said at a meeting by all possible means, 
with heads of delegations taking The Damascus -based federa- 
part in a conference of the Arab txon was established in 1968 by 
Agricultu ral Engineers Federa- Ior dan and four other Arab cona¬ 
tion (AAEF) which opened in tries. The current 18th biennial 
: Amman' Wednesday. meting was formally opened ear- 

After a briefing on the progress Her in the day by Agriculture 
of the meeting, which is focusing Minister Bassam Al Saket. 
attention cm coordinating agn- The Arab World currently 
cultural policies in ^the Arab re- feces a serious food shortage 
gjon and on marketing issues, the problem because of its incapaml- 
prime minister said that due ity to grow cereals and other 
attention must be given to the crops, mainly wheat, as well as 


Call issued for effective 
philosophy on education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
ifran Arab training course on the 
concepts and technicalities of 
effective educational supervision 
have called for theadoption of a 
■■unified philosophy on education¬ 
al supervision and its tenmnolo- 
gy, exchange of supervisory 
visits, stientific documents and 
expertise among Arab countries, 
and hddmg seminars In various 
-fields of educational supervision. 

The participants also called for 
convening an annual conference 




AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT: Agriculture Munster Bas¬ 
sam Al Saket held a meeting in his office Wednesday with a team 
representing the Arab Investment Corporation and discussed the 
hwpiwrxm tatifm of agricnltnral projects in Jordan. The team is 
currently ona visit here to discuss the establishment of a poultry 
slaughter house and other projects. The corporation groups 14 
ArabCountries, indudmg Jordan, and is headquartered in Sudan. 

EXAMS'ANNOUNCED: The Ministry of Edncation has 
announc ed that the first-term examinations for third secondary 
students will begm Defc; 4‘and include taring in Arabic and English 
as well as practical training. The ministry asked st ude nts sitting for 
. die third aeppndazy examinations in the commercial, agricultural, 
industrial, - narring; and hotel management fields be ready for the 
exanimatkms'^t.the set'fime'(Petra)." 

RCC DOCUMENTATION: A team from the Department of 
libraries. Documentation,, and Archives has begun to prepare a 
study related to establishing a cultural documentation centre at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) from which researchers and special¬ 
ists can benefit. Costs of die project and the recommendations 
necessary for its hnptementation, are being studied. The project is 
designed to spread awareness and move hand in hand with the 
developments underway in various fields (Petra). 

COWS, SHEEP VACCINATED: A total of 1,000 heads of cows 
and 200,000 heads of sheep in Jordan have been vaccinated against 
nudta fever, by a vaccination campaign recently launched by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Although all vaccines used so far have 
been imported, the vaccines to be used next week will be locally 
produced (Fetra). ' - 

EMERGENCY TEAM FOR WINTER: The Civil Defence 
Committee of Mafraq Govemorate Wednesday decided to form an 
emergency team from the local municipal councils, the Jordan 
Electric Power Company and the Telecommunications department 
inpreparation for the winter season. The commission also decided 
to'repair roads, move people living near wadis to safe areas and 
cooperate with the Armed Forces in dealing with emergencies 
(Petra). 

ARCHAEOLOGY LECTURE: The Italian embassy, in coopera¬ 
tion with the Friends of Archaeology, is sponsoring a lecture 
. entitled “Three more archaeological campaigns at Umm Al Rasas 
t—K astran Mefaa, 1987-1989" by Father Michele Picdrilio on Nov. 
23 at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m., and Nov. 25 at the 
Department of Archaeology a * the University of Jordan and at the 
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at Yarmouk University 
at 2:00 p.m._ (J.T.) 

ZARQAr CIVIL DEFENCE: Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
- Director Lieutenant General Khaled Tarawneh Wednesday in¬ 


spected civil defence de par tments in Zarqa Govemorate and was 
briefed on activities in the field of public safety. Tarawneh called 
for promoting CDD activities and cooperation with citizens 
(Petra). 

MERBED FESTIVAL: A Jordanian delegation arrived in Bagh¬ 
dad Wednesday to participate in the 10th Merbed Festival due to 
begin Saturday. The delegation consists of 25 university professors, 
poets, writers, and critics. Members of Arab and foreign delega¬ 
tions due to.participate in the festival have began to arrive in 
Baghdad (Petra). . _- • - - -■ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the. daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time, and place with tpc concerned institutions. 


Am *rt prfiii«Hnn by Jordanian artists Sanaa Bourhn and Ahar. 
Aba Jndefa at Alia Art G a l ler y. 

* An art exhibitionentitled “The Blue Rider” at the Goethe 
Institute... 

it A photographic w M W fti entitled “Amman Today” d flu 
Royal Cuttaral Centre. 

☆ An exidbitiaa at pointings and inspired by Arabic 

- Mamie r»Higr » pii y .at Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation. 

☆ An art by artists from Jordan and otither Arab 

OM^rks at Al Wasiti Gallery, Flam Hotel. 

☆ An wWiMnii by Jordanian artists Namat Al Naser and Larisa 

- Najjar at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

fr An art exUbiflon by Anwar Hahhdh at tbe Royai CbUut&I 
: Goitre. 


<r A bazaar by the Egyptian Community Club at the Jerusalem 


shortages in meat and dairy pro¬ 
ducts, Saket said in an opening 


The Arab World imported 
food commodities worth $2.4 bil¬ 
lion annually in the 1970s, rising 
to $13.4 bhion in the 1980s, 
according to Saket. “This proves 
that the Arabs are becoming 
more and more dependent on 
foreign sources for food supplies, 
which include bread, sugar, 
vegetable oil, meat and dairy 
products. This is a very serious 
situation endang ering the Arab 
countries' position and posing a 
threat no less dangerous than a 
military confrontation with an ex¬ 
ternal power,” Saket warned. 

The minister underlined tbe 
need to achieve integration in 
food production policies within 
the Arab World, with focus on 
the agricultural sector and means 
of increasing production through 
the employment of modern tech¬ 


niques. 

"Unless the Arab countries 
adopt a coordinated and inte¬ 
grated policy in food produc¬ 
tion,” the minister said, ‘'there 
can be no chance for Jordan or 
any other Arab state to compete 
in toe foreign markets.” 

“The Arab World,” he added, 
“Should joint forces in order to 
confront the emerging economic 
blocs elsewhere in the world and 
should use modem technology to 
survive." 

Saket also urged the Arab 
countries to offer all possible 
assistance to the farmers of the 
occupied Arab territories and to 
help them market their products 
and earn a livelihood that would 
boost “their steadfastness in the 
face of Israel’s repression and 
continued drive to destroy tbe 
Palestinian economy.” - 

The AAEF Chairman Yahya 
Bakkour in a speech to the 


gathering underlined tbe import¬ 
ance of the agricultural sector, 
which can ensure s uffici ent food 
for tbe Arabs and help promote 
social and economic development 
in the Arab World. 

Tareq Tal, president of the 
Jordanian Agricultural Engineers 
Association, outlined the various 
activities carried out by the asso¬ 
ciation in Jordan and its assist¬ 
ance to tbe Palestinians through a 
special fund. 

Tbe three-day meeting will re¬ 
view the federation’s various 
programmes and will review a 
report on the federation’s finan¬ 
cial situation as well as prepara¬ 
tions for tbe following meeting, 
which is scheduled to be held in 
Egypt. 

Th meeting is attended by dele¬ 
gates from Jordan, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Sudan, North and South Yemen. 
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on educational supervirion, sup¬ 
porting educational supervision 
in tbe occupied territories, and 
presenting all possible assistance 
in the field. 

The five-day seminar, held by 
the Ministry of Education in con¬ 
junction with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultu¬ 
ral Organisation, included 25 par¬ 
ticipants from seven Arab coun¬ 
tries, —Jordan, Bahrain, Syria, 
Egypt, Iraq, Palestine, and South 
Yemen. 


Abdul Salam Queen today opens 
Majali Irbid planting project 

loi fnr AMMAN (Petra) —Her Majesty This project is designed to get 

!CiUUt/U I UI Queen Noor Thursday will open women involved in the sodo- 

a project of medical plants by economic development process in 
U j q n ff n «4 q planting saplings of .thyme in tbe Jordan, to train women cadres on 

I lib Ul lUl lO villages of Hibras and Kafr Sotun. management of productive pro- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Edncation Adnan Badran has 
lauded the efforts Dr. Abdul 
Salam Majali, IBs Majesty King 
Hussein’s advisor for educational 
affairs, in the field of education as ' 
well as the educational projects 
he launched for Jordan. 

Addressing a celebration held 
at Anunoun Hotel Wednesday in 
I honour of Majali at the conclu¬ 
sion of his membership in the 
United Nations Educational, Sci¬ 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) as representative of 
Jordan, Bdran paid tribute to 
Majali noting that he “revealed 
the bright educatioqpJ, scientific, 
and cultural image of Jordan and 
demonstrated its achievements in 
all of these fields.” The director 
of the UNESCO regional office 
in Amman, Dr. Mohammad Ibra¬ 
him Kazan, -delivered another 
speech praising die efforts Majali 
exerted in the field'of edncation 
and culture. Majali received an 
appreciation certificate and an 
honourary medal from UNESCO 
and a memorial present from die 
Ministry of Edncation. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday will open 
a project of medical plants by 
planting saplings of .thyme in tbe 
villages of Hibras and Kafr Soom. 
The Queen will also inspect a 
number of lands planted with 
thyme in these villages.-This pro¬ 
ject is conducted by the woman 
and development programme of 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation, in 
cooperation with the Jordan 
Women's Association in Irbid 
Govemorate. 


This project is designed to get 
women involved in the socio¬ 
economic development process in 
Jordan, to train women cadres on 
management of productive pro¬ 
jects and to set an example of 
fruitful cooperation between loc¬ 
al and international organisations 
with regard to the implementa¬ 
tion of development projects. 

This project is designed to en¬ 
courage women to utilise lands in 
their neighbourhoods. 


ACC states discuss 
education cooperation 

CAIRO (Petra) — President of culture and higher education, 
universities in the four member The Tanta meeting, he said, will 


countries of the Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC) gathered at 
tile dty of Tanta Wednesday for a 


issues related to student 
admission, transfer of modern 
technology to the ACC states. 
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scopes of cooperation and the 
promotion of higher education in 
the four countries. 

Addressing the .f opening ses- 
.rion. Dr. .Ahmad Fathi Srour, 
Egyptian minister of education, 
stressed the cultural and intellec¬ 
tual unity within tike Arab World. 

Srour emphasised the role uni¬ 
versities can play in promoting 


benefit the Arab society. 

Jordan’s four universities are 
represented at the meeting, 
.which will also .study means of 


tise and attaining full coordina¬ 
tion in higher education and sci¬ 
entific research among the ACC 
states. 


Amman ceremony marks 
centenary of Indian leader 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor danians pie in ervil disobedience and tbe 
and members of the Indian com- continuation of their struggle to 
unity living in Jordan Wednesday conquer the occupying power and 
organised a celebration marking to get their right in sdf-deter- 
tfae conclusion of celebrations on mi nation on tbeir national sou. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanians 
and members of the Indian corn- 
unity living m Jordan Wednesday 
organised a celebration marking 
the conclusion of celebrations on 
tiie occasion of the 100th birthday 
for Jawaharlal Nehru, inde¬ 
pendent India’s first prime minis¬ 
ter, and the 40th Independence 
Day anniversary of the sub-conti¬ 
nent. 

Leading the celebrations was 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, speaker of tbe 
Upper House of Parliament, 
who, in a speech, paid tribute to 
Nehru and Indo-Jordanian rela¬ 
tions. 

He praised Nehru’s leadership 
of India’s independence struggle 
and subsequent campaign to eli¬ 
minate sectarianism in the 
corintry. 

“If India is the architect of the 
concept of non-violence in resist¬ 
ing British colonialism, the intifa¬ 
da of the youth and children 
against the colonisation of Israel 
follows the same sound and 
humanitarian concept,** he said. 
The resistance of the people of 
Palestine in occupied Jerusalem, 
the West Bank, and Gaza Strip to 
the Israeli occupation is a legiti¬ 
mate human right. The example 
set by Beit Sahara inhabitants in 
refusing to pay taxes to the 
occupation authorities is in con¬ 
formity to the right of these peo- 


Ixufian Ambassador to Jordan 
Gajendra Singh also addressed 
tbe audience and recalled 
Nehru’s contributions not only to 
India’s development but also to 
the international order through 
the role he played in setting up 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

“He saw the civilisation and 
culture of India connected as a 
continuous stream from Arab 
countries and Central Asia right 
up to South East Asia,” the 
ambassador said. 

Dr. Abdullah Khatfb, chair¬ 
man of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies and president 
of the Jordan-India Friendship 
Society, also paid tribnte to 
Nehru and his achievements in 
the Indian local scene as well as 
the Arab and international are¬ 
nas, He also underfilled the late 
Indian leader’s contribution to 
democracy as a whole in the 
international scene. 

The ceremony was organised 
by the embassy of India in coop¬ 
eration with the Jordan-Incha 
Friendship. Society. 



Inter-Continental sales 
executives visit Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of 
private sector efforts to promote 
Jordan and its historic treasures 
worldwide and to plan for future 
tourism seasons. Hotel Jordan 
Inter-Continental and Royal 
Jordanian have hosted sales ex¬ 
ecutives working for Inter-Con¬ 
tinental hotels in France, Britain 
and Germany. 

International Traders, a local- 
tour operator company, orga¬ 
nised well-rounded programmes 
for these guests including tours of 
the Kingdom's renowned historic 
and archeological rites, to allow 
them experience the high stan¬ 
dard tourism-related services 
spread across Jordan. 


The delegation met a number.! 
of key Jordanian officials from 
both the media and tourism'sec¬ 
tors and were briefed on the 
various development plans to 
promote the tourism industry and 
allow it to be marketed worl¬ 
dwide. 

Hotel Jordanjlhter-Caiitinen- 
tal, in cooperation with other 
institutions, regularly send out to 
all Inter-Continental hotels 
across the world information ab¬ 
out the situation of tourism in 
Jordan as part of efforts to prom¬ 
ote the country’s touristic rites 
abroad, a press release by the 
hotel said. 


Maritime 
company 
to meet 
in Cairo 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica¬ 
tions Hflcmat Al Khammash left 
for Cairo Wednesday to attend a 
meeting of the Arab Maritime 
Bridge Company (AMBC) gener¬ 
al assembly to discuss means of 
promoting tbe use of the land-sea 
route linking Aqaba with 
Nweibeh and boosting tourism. 

One of the topics the del ega tes 
from Egypt, Jordan and Iraq, 
the three state which own the 
company, will tackle is bow to 
cope with increase in travel along 
the route. 

The AMBC, which was estab¬ 
lished in 1987, has been trans¬ 
porting goods, passengers and 
vehicles to Egypt and Jordan by a 
small fleet of ferry boats, com¬ 
muting between Aqaba in Jordan 
and Nweibeh in Sinai in Egypt. 

The company's activities and 
programmes for the coining year 
will be reviewed by the general 
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A scene from the opening ceremony Wednesday of a sports championship for the disabled. Five Arab 
states are participating in the event (Petra photo). 

Sports for handicapped begin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Handicapped 
sportsmen from Jordan and four 
other Arab countries are taking 
part in a pan-Arab championship 
which was opened in Amman' 
Wednesday by Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid. 

Tbe handicapped wiJl be com¬ 
peting in target ball for the blind 
and table tennis for the crippled, 
according to the Jordan Sports 


Federation for the Handicapped 
(JSFH), which is organising the 
championship in cooperation 
with the United Nations Econo¬ 
mic Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). 

Prince Ra’ad delivered a 
speech at the outset of the games 
welcoming the participants and 
outlining the activities of the 
JSFH and its programmes. 


Princess Majeda, Minister of 
Youth Awad Khleifat and other 
officials as well as participants in 
an ESCWA . conference in 
Amman on capabilities and needs 
of the disabled persons, attended 
the opening session and watched 
part of the games. The partici¬ 
pants came from Kuwait,. 
Bahrain, Syria and Iraq in addi¬ 
tion to Jordan. 


Sweden launches initiative 
to ensure rights for disabled 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Swedish gov¬ 
ernment is launching an initia¬ 
tive to introduce an internation¬ 
al legal instrument to ensure 
that toe existing conventions on 
human rights represent a 
meaningful practice for the dis¬ 
abled of the world, Ethel Wik- 
Innd, a Swedish government 
advisor on matters related to 
the disabled, said Wednesday. 

“Though rehabilitation and 
provision of equal opportuni¬ 
ties are part of the societies' 
obligation towards the dis¬ 
abled, as entailed in the univer¬ 
sal declaration of human rights, 
they are not property applied.” 
Wifkimd told a press confer¬ 
ence. 

Wilkund is attending a re¬ 
gional conference on the needs 
of the disabled which opened 
here earlier this week. She told 
the conference in a keynote 
address that the implementa¬ 
tion of strategies and plans is 
the “crucial challenge for all of 
us working in this field.” 

The Swedish proposed inter¬ 
national charter will be a legal 
framework that will help the 
implementation of necessary 
programmes in all countries 
both industrial and developed, 
Wilkund told Wednesday's 
press conference. 

“The concrete meaning of 
the initiative is not to aim at a 
new human rights convention.' 
but to reach an agreement on 
how all states shall guarantee 
the practical functions of 
already existing conventions 
also for the disabled,” she said. 


The Swedish government has 
already set the wheels in mo¬ 
tion of its initiative by seeking 
support from other countries to 
endorse it as a United Nations 
document, Wilkund said. She 
added that the Amman confer¬ 
ence provided a chance for 
Swedish officials to meet some 
of the members and do some 
lobbying for their initiative. 

His new concept is to make 
societies better equipped in 
order to eliminate barriers 
caused by disability, such as 
making buildings and other 
' facilities like transportation 
' more accessible to the disabled. 

But the idea is not to set up 
standard rules, but to make all 
decision makers aware of these 
aspects and take them into 
account when planning. 

“These things do not cost 
much, but should be taken into 
consideration during the plan¬ 
ning process, and I hope that 
developed countries will not 
repeat the mistakes of indus¬ 
trialised countries regarding 
this matter. That is why it is still 
not too late for developed 
countries because they still 
have a chance to plan,” Wil¬ 
kund said. 

Another approach is an 
attempt to provide equal 
opportunities for both able and 
disabled people. “Govern¬ 
ments should bring handicap¬ 
ped people into the workforce, 
of course, with a little bit of 
effort, but it is certainly worth it 
when they stop being a burden 
on their society,” Sweden's 
Ambassador to Jordan Lars 
Loonback told the press confer- 


In Sweden, as a result of 20 
years of comprehensive and 
continuous work, the disabled 
are now fully integrated in their | 
society. What made this , 
arduous task possible, accord¬ 
ing to Lonnback, is “the fact 
that disabled people had very 
strong organisations which 
paved die way for public opin¬ 
ion to accept them as part of the 
society.” 

“Credit is also given to the 
disabled themselves who were 
very active in ex plainin g their 
situation to the public,” be i 
said. 

As Wilkund put it, it was 
made easier by tbe fact that 
Sweden enjoys 100 per cent 
literacy among its individuals. 
“Tins facilitates the movement 
of information and the spread¬ 
ing of awareness was indeed 
sped up,” she said. 

Parents of the disabled too 
play a major role in the nehabi- 
Htation-integration process. “In 
Sweden, they are organised in 
special associations which help 
them to cope with their dis¬ 
abled children. Like their 
Swedish counterparts, Jorda¬ 
nian parents should also have 
similar associations to offer 
them advice on how to deal 
with disability,” Wilkund said. 

Another trend now prevail¬ 
ing in Sweden, is avoidance of 
institutional care and special 
education for disabled children. 

“As a complementing part of 
the integration process, dis¬ 
abled children are being sent to 
normal schools in an attempt to 
eliminate the barrier between 
disabled and non-disabled chil¬ 
dren," Wilkund said. 


German reunification 
not a priority for East Berlin 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Despite the turbu¬ 
lent changes in East Germany's 
political structure and the new 
government’s announcement of 
its intentions to bring about 
far-reaching reforms, reunifica¬ 
tion with west Germany is not 
at this time a priority for tbe 
Soviet bloc state, according to 
an East German official. 

“Tbe GDR (German Demo¬ 
cratic Republic) remains a 
sovereign state. Although we 
have opened our borders, we 
must take care of onr internal 
affairs in East Germany first 
and in Eastern Europe before 
addressing the question of 
reunification,” press secretary 
at the East German embassy, 
Ruediger Hepach, told repor¬ 
ters at a press briefing 
Wednesday. 

“We recognise the principles 
and are working actively for the 
‘common European house* 
proposed by Soviet President 
Mikh ail Gorbachev, but in our 
view it is only posable based on 
the existing states of Europe 
and on the basis of its social 
orders,” he said at tbe briefing, 
which was mainly aimed at ex¬ 
plaining the East German gov¬ 
ernment’s position on the 
dramatic changes in the country 

is the last 10 days. 


Relations between the two 
German states were always 
sensitive and essential for the 
stability of Europe and for 
peace in the continent, accord¬ 
ing to Kepach. “That is why we 
are interested in stable and 
predictable relations with West 
Germany,” he said. 

“But for the time being, onr 
Chamber of Ministers represent 
our people and the majority of 
our people do not want reuni¬ 
fication in my opinion,” be 
said. None believes that reuni¬ 
fication is possible by the end of 
the 1990s or the year 2000, 
according the press secretary's 
assessment. He said that at a 
demonstration in tbe dty of 
Leipzig Monday “only one ban¬ 
ner demanding German reuni¬ 
fication was raised among a 
crowd of 200,000.” It was the 
first time that the issue of reuni¬ 
fication was raised by East Ger¬ 
man demonstrators, whose cla¬ 
mour for reforms brought down 
hardline Communist leader 
Erich Houecker and forced the 
party to form a new party struc¬ 
ture and government. 

Although most Europeans 
are delighted by the destruction 
of the Berlin Wall, there re¬ 
mains a mistrust and fear at tbe 
prospect of a reunified more 
powerful Germany. 

One of the main questions 
posed to Hepach by tbe local 


press during Wednesday’s press 
briefing was whether tbe 
changes in his country heralded 
any shift in East Berlin's posi¬ 
tion or policy on tbe Middle 
East conflict. 

Hepach replied that East 
Germany remained committed 
to supporting tbe righs of the 
Palestinian people. 

“East German support for 
peace in the region and die 
rights of the Palestinians re¬ 
mains firm,” said the press 
secretary, speaking in fluent 
Arabic. 

“East Germany strongly sup¬ 
ports a solution which gives the 
right of sett-determination to 
the Palestinians and provides 
secure borders for Israel,” 

East Germany, which, along 
with other Soviet bloc states 
except Romania, broke formal 
relations with Israel, seems to 
be interested in developing 
these ties. “East Germany win 
have relations with all the coun¬ 
tries in the region to present 
our views,” Hepach said. 

‘Through ora contacts with 
Israel we want to remove the 
distorted picture of East Ger¬ 
many in the minds of Israelis,” 
he added. “Diplomatic rela¬ 
tions have not bom discussed.” 
' East Germany was one of tbe 
first European countries to rec¬ 
ognise tbe State of Palestine 
declared by the Palestine 
National Council 
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Changing times 


THE REMARKS attributed to the Soviet ambassador to 
Damascus and published in the Washington Post Monday to 
the effect that Soviet military aid to Syria is not a bottomless 
pit may have been distorted and quoted out of context. Still 
the essence of (be message is loud and dear. And this should 
have been anticipated a long time ago st a rting witb the 
advent of gfcunost and perestroika in the Soviet Union. It is 
therefore natural to start viewing the present Soviet 
leadership, under the new prevailing candftkms, as fun¬ 
damentally different from all the previous Soviet govern-, 
ments that placed high priority on Arab-Soviet solidarity 
and cooperation in die political, economic and military 
fields. One has got to be naive not to discern that Moscow of 
“today” is no Moscow of “yesterday,” and that its 
priorities are dramatically different from those that it had 
held on to over the past five decades. 

As the cultivation of East-West relations and the 
breakdown of opposing military alliances is uppermost on 
the minds of aO East European leaders, it is inevitable that 
those leaders will start exploring other avenues for develop¬ 
ing their relations with the industrial West which counts 
most in these times. And given the close relations between 
the West and Israel, where Jewish lobbyists have successful¬ 
ly infiltrated all the sensitive areas of government, it 
becomes almost axiomatic that Moscow and the rest of East 
European capitals would view Tel Aviv as one of the keys 
that could be used to open up doors for them in the West. To 
dte one Bring example, bow many times have the West and 
brad attempted to use the issue of Soviet Jews’ emigration 
as a bargaining chip with Moscow? 

Accordingly, the Arab World should not be snrprised 
that the traditional friendly relations witb the Eastern Bloc 
are heading towards a heavy storm. That does not mean that 
the Arab countries should give up henceforth on Arab- 
Eastern European relations. On the contrary, with the 
growing evidence that rivalry in the international arena is 
shifting from political, ideological and military confronta¬ 
tions to economic and intefiectual competitions; the Arab 
World has to learn to exploit the new game and apply its 
economic prowess as a bargaining chip to win over countries 
from tiie East mid the West to its side. In other words, the 
Arab capitals have got to shift gears in tune with the shifting 
of gears between the West and the East. 

Even more relevant than the recognition of the new 
ground roles applicable to mferuational relations is to heed 
the message that is ushered in by the wind of change blowing 
over the entire world. The Arab countries most likewise 
begin the process of their own glaaiost and perestroika and 
the sooner that process begins the more orderly it can be 
maintained. Viewed against this backdrop, the fact that 
Jordan has re-introduced parliamentary system in a lively 
style attests to the fact that Amman has taken the initiative 
hi the Middle East region to accelerate the process of 
democratisation in this part of the world. 


A] Rat Arabic daily on Wednesday tackled a visit to Jordan by 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz wbo conveyed a message to 
King Hussein from the Iraqi president on Tuesday. The develop¬ 
ments in the Gulf region and the ongoing attempts to end the 
hostilities between Baghdad and Tehran were the main topics in 
the message, the paper noted. Failure by Iran to enter into direct 
talks with Iraq to implement United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 598 and reach peace in the Gulf region is the focus of 
Arab attention at the moment; and is a subject that ought to 
acquire world attention in view of the great need for a lasting 
settlement that would ensure no return to fighting, the paper 
added. Iraq ought to acquire further backing for its constructive 
position from the Arab countries which are concerned over the 
situation in the Gulf and which want to see peace prevailing in 
that area to safeguard the Arab Nation’s highest interests, the 
paper noted. All peace-loving nations are also invited to 
contribute to the Arab effort and to persuade Iran to opt for real 
and lasting peace based on mutual respect, peace that can ensure 
the rights of all countries to stability, security and progress, the' 
paper continued. It is time for Tehran, said the paper, to respond 
favourably to reason; and it is time for Tehran to enter into 
serious talks with its neighbour to build just peace. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily on Wednesday blames the 
Egyptian workers crisis on shortcomings by the Egyptian and 
Iraqi officials who, he says, failed to take proper measures to 
gradually lay off the workers by the end of the Iran-Iraq war and 
ensure their transportation to their home country. Failed AI 
Flank says that it was natural for Iraq to import workers during 
the war so as to replace Iraqi men recruited for the fighting 
against Iran, but now that the war has ended, and that many 
troops have been discharged from service to take up the 
occupations filled by the Egyptian workers, it is natural that some 
problems would crop up. The writer says that the problem of 
unemployment seems now to be a common issue for the Arab 
World and It is not advisable for any country to try to ignore it or 
delay serious action, as was the case with the Egyptian workers in 
Iraq. It is also regrettable to see and hear governments trying to 
push np the affair or reflect a contrary image to what is really 
happening, the writer continues. 


Al Dnstour daily newspaper said that Tareq Aziz’s visit to Amman 
with a message to the King from the Iraqi leader is part of the 
ongoing consultations between the two brotherly countries on 
matters of common concern. The Iraqi message, said the paper, 
came in the wake of a series of meetings conducted by a United 
Nations envoy in Baghdad and Tehran in the course of attempts 
to cany out a Security Council resolution to end the conflict in the 
Gulf. There is no dcmbl that consultation among Arab countries 
and an exchange of views on the situation in die Gulf is an 
essential element needed to mobilise all Arab political efforts at 
the regional and international levels to achieve the aspired peace, 
said the paper. 


JORDAN and its people are anxiously looking forward to the 
! convening of the newly elected Parliament on Nov. 27; most are 
convinced that it signals toe beginning of a new leaf in toe history 
of toe Kingdom with grass-roots participation in.the decision¬ 
making process while some others are sceptical as to how toe new 
deputies will dash bead on with the pressing economic and political 
issues facing toe country. Yet a few others believe that there could 
be no real change in the course of the country simply because most 
of the fresh faces in the elected new Lower House are relatively 
new to legislative authority and, as such, will be treading in 
untested waters. 

Observers in toe region are still trying to figure out bow Islamic 
Funda mentalists and “Islamists"’ came ont with a strong showing in 
the Nov. 8 polls and bow much actual voting power they can muster 
cm the House floor. They expect the second question to be partially 
answered when the House elects its new speaker Monday, but a 
convincing answer to the former is still elusive. Perhaps, it is of 
relatively secondary importance since toe major question is how 
Muslim Brotherhood deputies and their co-religionists use their 
new-found legislative clout to address some of toe f undam ental 
issues that affect toe life of the country and its people. An equally 
important query is what posture the so-called leftists, liberals, Arab 
natio nalis ts and traditionalists will assume when publicly exposed 
to the barrage of religious-oriented moves mooted by toe fun¬ 
damentalists. At toe same time, one can also expect die “leftist”/ 
“natio nalis t” blocs to side with the “Islamic bloc” on a case-by-case 
basis. 


■ “moderates” will be bold enough to speak their mind on the floor 
when it comes to such sensitive issues as alcohol and Islamic dress 
nodes sHimiv because thev win be “exDOsinx” themselves as 


Many voters expect the so-called “Islamist bloc” in the House to 
try to impose social behaviour or dressing codes on toe society at 
large. A ban on alcohol? Perhaps yes, perhaps no. But introducing 
a call for prohibition is far from implementing it through a 
Par liamen t resolution. Here, a funny thought comes to mind. How 
will those “liberals” and “moderates” in the House wbo also 
happen to be Muslim respond to toe question of alcohol? Will they 
stand up and say there is no sense in imposing a ban if only because 
customs duties on imported alcoholic beverages constitute a good 
part of government revenues, because it wflj deprive many of their 
Jobs in local alcohol producing plants, because those who want to 
drink will drink anyway, whether or not there is prohibition, 
because.because...? 

It appears almost certain that very few of the “liberals”, and 


chooses to introduce, such legislation. 

What about corruption and “economic crimes”? Win the 
Islamists be able to push through legislation to bring to book those 
whom they consider are mostly responsible for the country’s 
present economic woes? There is no evading toe question, simply 
because ft has been one of the major ca mp a ign slogans of many 
successful as well as unsuccessful aspirants to the House and many 
voters expect the new deputies to follow it through and seek to 
make good their pledges that' wrenching back toe alleged funds 
from those who allegedly pocketed them will partially resolve the 
Kingdom’s foreign debt problems. But for a good part of the 
rf re ffi r at e it is a pjp wh r- swn one pot it, “it wffl take yean and 

years before anyone could msA^ any sense out of toe truckloads of 
documents. The time and money spent on it will be better spent in 
doing something more useful.” But that should not stop deputies 
from letting off steam across the House floor. There will be 
fireworks, but little else since the government has already 
instituted a special c om m i tt e e to study “economic crimes” and 
legislation. For those who think the committee will also disappear 
with toe expected resignation of the government of Sharif Zero Ben 
Shaker, it will be wise reminder that toe panel includes some of toe 
present ministers not in their personal capacity bat as serving 
members of the cabinet. Hence, whoever succeed them automati¬ 
cally become members of toe committee. Wfll the House seek to 
get up and run its own committee parallel to that of toe executive 
branch? Won’t it be contradictory instead, of complementary? 

One riling is definite. The nature of toe new Parliament js such 
that there will be a closer monitoring of every future government 
decision and move. There is nothing abnormal about it since that*s 
how most democracies work and the only additional feature here in 
Jordan will be that scratinisers will be using magnifying glasses; 
unless, of course, some of their own are in government. 

The call for abolition of martial law was another slogan that 
figured prominently in almost every election banner that festooned 
Jordan's streets in toe run-up to the elections. But, having been 
elected and grveu the op portunity to examine toe pros and cons of 
martial law will create a totally different scenario for the (deputies. 


some Ul UHAC WIW -- tr- —— 

rtianga their views once being given a first-hand encoun^ wra it 
from the giving end rather than toe receiving end. wen, that’s 
yww-riimg worth witnessing, particularly that martial la w regula- 
tions have been sparingly used for political purposes in toe country, 
and permitting political parties to resume their life m Jordan is 
another paramount question. 

It is a totally ( E fferent kettle of fish when it comes t o liftin g the 
ban on political parties. Here is where one could safely expect real 
thunder and fireworks on toe House floor. It is widely accepted 
that the absence of alternative organised groups witti dea rly 
AiBnod political ideologies within the framework of the Jordanian 
Constitution contributed heavily to foe success of the “Islamist 
Woe” in entering Parliament. So, will the so-call ed ma jority group 
in the House axe its own strength by going along with moves to set 
np other similar blocs which could easily eat away at its own 
supporters in the electorate by the time toe next elections are dire? 
Quite simply, no. But then, how will the rest of tire House taken? 
Are they going to sit down, resigned to the fact that the powerful 
“Islamist bloc” is too much of an adversary to overpower? 

Over, and above an, is tire question of Palestine. By -all co mity 
one can easily expect many of the “Islamic bloc” to reaffirm their 
calls for a “reconsideration” of Jordan’s decision to sever formal 
Kwtrc with the occupied West Bank and even try to push the 
to it if only for the sake of being seen as trying to 
accomplish what they promised. 


“Demands” for the abrogation of the Kingdom’s agreements with 
the international Monetary Fond (IMF) and the World Bank also 
fall in the same category; amply no-go areas since those i ssuin g 
those calls, by desig n or coincidence, have not been able to come 
up viable alternatives. There may be ideas, but Jorda n is in no 
position to launch new political or economic experiments. The 
chalrra are too hi gh. 

In tire final analysis, ft wffl appear that toe new Parliament, while 
ac mmi ng an unprecedented role in Jordan's life and course, will 
have to fall in with the present political and economic 
polities of the country for one simple reason; it cannot come up. 
with better options. By toe same token, one can very well expect 
the projected National Charter to act as a safety-valve against 
extremist tendencies and in favour of moderation and dearly 
defined national priorities. | 


Peace process at crossroads 


By Ephraim Sub 


WE HAVE now reached a most 
critical time for the peace pro¬ 
cess. The role of tire U.S. in the 
present stage of the process has 
virtually come to an end. The role 
played by the U.S. and Egypt was 
to bring the opening positions of 
toe Israelis and the Palestinians 
to a point where toe gap between 
toe two became bridgeable. It 
seems that tins role has been 
successfully accomplished. 


rag tire Palestinians regarding the 
way their delegation was to be 
assembled, mid provided Israel 
with tire assurance that it was not 
going to negotiate with PLO offi¬ 
cials and that toe pre-negotiations 

in Egypt would not be a 
framework for discussing the final 
settlement. 


The 10 points of President 
Mnbarak Include nothing un¬ 
acceptable to to&Israefi national 
consensus. One must remember 
that those points are supposed to 
be the Pafestimans* opfcnihg post 1 ' 
lion, not toe Israelis’. 

U.S. Secretary of State Baker’s 
five points invigorated the Egyp¬ 
tian initiative, avoided humifiat- 


Pre-negotiations on the mod¬ 
alities of the elections in tire 
territories and tire au t h o ri ty the 
elected delegation would have 
are an wHifalj indispensable stage 
of the process. Baker’s points laid 
down toe best achievable, formal 
basis of this stage. Playing with 
words and- formulations cannot 
be a substitute for a bold dera¬ 
tion. The" American administra¬ 
tion most put tire dictionary on 
the shelf and ask the two sides to 
make up their minds: Do they 
want to talk to each other or not? 


Is there hope for the peace 
process? Yes, there is, if the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
accept some facts of life and 
decide to sit and talk. The Palesti¬ 
nians must understand that vio¬ 
lence and terrorism will never 
soften tire positions of the Israelis, 
but, rather, will harden them. 
Brutality will increase hatred. 
None of their national aspirations 
will be realised in tins manner. 


Israel has to understand that it 
has to negotiate with tire Palesti¬ 
nian representatives who exist, 
not with those '(too dod not. All 
Palestinians who reach tire nego¬ 
tiating table, whether affitiatcoto 
tire PLO or not, will bring a. 
position that constitutes the 
Palestinian national consensus — 
namely, * the demand to end 
Israeli role in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. Palestinians who 


may be satisfied with municipal 
autonomy do not exist, and waft¬ 
ing for them is a waste of time. 

Furthermore, to think: dial the 
elections in toe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip are a way to drive a 
wedge between the residents of 
these territories and toe PLO is 
an illusion. To repeatedly declare 
this intention is a way to ensu re 
that neither the Palestinians in 
the territories nor the PLO lead¬ 
ership win accept the idea of 
elections. A pragmatic, moderate 
Palestinian leadership in the terri¬ 
tories can be strengthened only if 
ft is evident that moderation 
pays, that political achievements 
can be gained only through nego¬ 
tiation and' understanding with 
Israel. 


Palestinians would talk if they 
were sure that the Israelis were 
willing to negotiate a solution in 
good faith, not dictate one. Most 
Israelis would be ready to attend 
a dialogue with the Palestinians if 
they were convinced of tire exist¬ 
ence of a partner with dean 
hands. 


Positive decisions from tire 
Palestinian side and the Israeli 
side are interdependent. The 


Of course, if nothing changes 
and the states quo is maintained, 
there will be a higher price paid 
by both rides. On the Palestinian 
side, militan t radicals will take 
ovef in the territories as well as in 
the leadership of tire PLO. Radi- 
cafisation in the West Bank wffl 
inevitably inspire radicafisation 
on tire east bank. 

We cannot isolate this discus¬ 
sion from current international 
trends. It is obvious that toe 
world is in a process of change 
that indudes four main trends; 


□ Resolution of regional con¬ 
flicts through negotiations. 

□ More self-rule and independ¬ 
ence to smal nations and ethnic 
minorities. 

□ Transformation from author¬ 
itarian and dictatorial regimes to 
more democratic forms of gov¬ 
ernment - 

-a Growing economic coopera¬ 
tion and integration on a regional 
basis. ■ 

- The death of toe peace process 
wfll sooner or later lead to milit¬ 
ary confrontations in which new 
weapons will be Unleashed in the 
Middle East. 

The fate of the proposed 
Israe B-Pal estmian dialogue will 
determine whether our region 
joins the global process of change 
or whether it remains oatside 
those developments, to be pla¬ 
gued by endless, devastating con¬ 
flict. — The Jerusalem Fast .'■" 


Vietnam resists Deng cements place in China’s history 


any crumbling of 
Communist rule 


'By Gay Dinmore 

Renter 


By Joseph de Rienzo 


BANGKOK—The crumbling of 
Communist rule in Eastern 
Europe will not spread to the 
workeT-peasant state of Vietnam 
— at least, not if its leaders can 
help ft. 

Spartan Vietnam sees toe vic¬ 
tory of Socialism and the death of 
capitalism as inevitable. Accord¬ 
ing to the state media, the Viet¬ 
namese Communist Party alone 
will lead the country. 

Sweeping reforms of the shat¬ 
tered economy, begun in 1986, 
will continue, but with the goal of 
consolidating Socialism to fully 
develop its superiority, the offi¬ 
cial press has said. 

The Vietnamese Communist 
Party (VCP) is taking steps to 
prevent any local clamour for 
change similar to the upheavals 
against Communist rule in East 
Germany, Poland, Hungary and 
other East European states. 

“Imperialism is trying to capi¬ 
talise on the difficult situation in a 
number of Socialist countries to 
fiercely undermine Socialism,” 
the party daily Nhan Dan said on 
November 3. 

East Europe’s transformation 
comes at a crucial time for 
Vietnam. 

In Hanoi, the leadership is 
changing from the revolutionaries 
who bested the armies of France 
and the United States to mana¬ 
gers who must remedy appalling 
economic problems. 

■There is a strong anti-Com¬ 
munist streak among southern 
Vietnamese as well as antipathy 
to the mainly northerner-led 
Communist Party. There have 
also been some calls among stu¬ 
dents and peasants for more free¬ 
dom and farther liberalisation of 
the economy, but nothing on toe 
scale of what is happening in 
Europe. 

Hanoi’s dim view of European 
events has aligned it with toe 
hardline Communist govern¬ 


ments of China and Cuba. It says 
an imperialist strategy of “peace¬ 
ful evolution — to win without 
waging war” is al work. 

According to Nhan Dan, capi¬ 
talists are natural imperialists 
wbo are persuading nations to 
move towards political pluralism 
and develop along capitalist 
paths. 

“The U.S. lifestyle is being 
propagated and decadent culture 
is being exported into Socialist 


countries,” it said. 

“The situation at home and 
abroad has adversely affected toe 
thinking of our cadres, party 
members and people,” Nhan Dan 
commentator Thai Minh wrote. 

“Some people pay attention 
only to economic interests while 
belittling political interests and 
national security,” he added. 

Party newspapers stress that 
Communist Party work must be 
intensified “to affirm the historic¬ 
al inevitability of Socialism and 
toe unavoidable extinction of 
capitalism.” 


PEKING — At 85 and clearly 
ailing, China’s senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping is cementing his 
jdace in official Chinese history 
with glorification of his wartime 
role more than 40 years ago. 

Chinese journalists expect the 
colt of Deng to intensify after his 
resignation this month as head of 
toe central military commission, 
his last Communist Party post 

Deng’s restrained personality 
cult is far from giving him the 
God-like status ascribed to his 
predecessor. Chairman Mao Tse- 
tnng. But the cult of Deng has 
blossomed since the army, acting 
on his orders, crushed pro-demo¬ 
cracy demonstrations in Peking in 
June, tailing hundreds of civi¬ 
lians. 

Front page reports and pictures 
in official newspapers on Tuesday 
showed Deng meeting military 
editors who are turning his role in 
the party’s fight for power into 
official history. 

Their book wffl be published 
next year on the exploits of the 
second field army led by Deng as 
political commissar in 1949, the 


year of the Communist revolu¬ 
tion. 

“The second field army dared 
to fake on heavy tasks, overcome 
hardships, and met or even ex¬ 
ceeded mffitary objectives set by 
Chairman Mao Tsetung and toe 
Communist Party,” Deng said, 
quoted by Liberation Army 
News. 


Deng was shown on state tele¬ 
vision m the Great Hall of tire 
People greeting the 11 historians 
and generals, most of whom had 
fought with him against toe 
Nationalists. 

Defence Minister Qin Jrwei 
shouted their names into Deng’s 
ear as they were introduced one 
by one. Deng appeared not to 
remember who they all were. 

Diplomats noted that Deng’s 
present power base dates back to 
bis second field army days — 
General Yang Bribing, promoted 
in the military reshuffle this 
month, and General Song Ren- 
qiong, a leading party adviser, 
both have long-standing alie- 


The official New China News 
Agency said toe second field army 
made outstanding contributions 
during toe anti-Japanese war of 


1937 to 1945 and the dvil war op 
to 1949. 

According to Western histo¬ 
rians, however, the second field 
army was born of a military reor¬ 
ganisation in 1949. 

. A month after the stndnet-Led 
movement was crashed, cinemas 
around China released the “baise 
uprising/’ a tribute to Deng's role 
in a 1929 rebellion in southern 

rhina 

Major speeches Deng made in 
the 1950s have been republished. 
He features prominently in a 
massive painting hanging in the 
national gaDery, depicting Com¬ 
munist guerrillas in their Yanan 
stronghold in tire 1930s 

'These periods are less con¬ 
troversial and fading in the 
memories of toe old, irrelevant 
for the young,” a Western diplo¬ 
mat ttWHwntBfl 

Deng’s handpicked successor 
in the militar y co mmissio n — 
party leader Jiang Zemin — is 
seen by diplomats as relying 
heavily on Deng’s support for his 
political survival. 

Despite the party’s attempts to 
carve Deng’s historical niche 
while he is still alive, many peo¬ 
ple in Peking say they will re¬ 


member him mainly for toe 
bloody events of June. 

“People hate Deng. What tire 
army did was unthinkable, un¬ 
thinkable. He will be remem¬ 
bered for tins,” an elderly intel¬ 
lectual said. 

Older people, while praising 
the economic reforms be bun¬ 
dled in 1978, also fink Deng to 
his role in the persecution of 
intellectuals in. the anti -rightist 
campaign of 1957. 

A few people in Peking set off 
fireworks to “celebrate” Deng’s 
resignation despite the risk of 
being arrested under martial law 
which has been in force in the city 
for six months. 

A crucial central committee' 
meeting this month summed up 
D eng’s career with the words “as 
outstanding Marxist, a staunch 
Communist, a brilliant proleta¬ 
rian revolutionary, statesman and 
military strategist and a ' 
tested leader of our party and our 
country. 

Some Chinese wonder whether 
Deng will meet the same fate as 
Mao, who was glorified wfape 
alive but criticised after his death 
in 1976 for making serious mis¬ 
takes in his old age. 


A state radio commentary last 
week said the working dass were 
not only people “working with 
their muscles, but also those 
working with their brain or with 
both muscle and brain com¬ 
bined.” 

It said toe implanting of Com¬ 
munist ideals was a pressing re¬ 
quirement — “especially for 
youths and teenagers.” 

A senior political department 
officer said in a radio commen¬ 
tary last week that capitalism was 
doomed but that earlier Viet¬ 
namese predictions of its quick 
demise were premature. 

“An app ro priate attitude at 
this time is that we should not 
make any firm prediction about 
tiie day of (capitalism's) death,” 
said radio commentator Dao Loc 
Birth. 

“Since the capitalist system is 
still capable of adapting itself to 
change... capitalism may stiil last 
longer than we might have ex¬ 
pected,” he added. 


Aquino to face Islamic pressure 


By Jeremy Clift 

Renter 


MANILA — President Corazon 
Aquino is likely to face fresh 
pressure from Islamic states for 
peace talks with Muslim rebels 
after voters overwhelmingly re¬ 
jected her government’s auton¬ 
omy proposals for the southern 
, Philippines. 

But tire government, despite- 
suffering its first electoral defeat 
in Sunday’s plebiscite since being 
swept to power in 1986, appears 
reluctant to reopen talks with tire 
separatist Moro National Libera¬ 
tion Front (MNLF). 

“It’s very difficult for this gov¬ 
ernment to arxede to the impossi¬ 
ble demands of (MNLF chair¬ 
man) Nor Misuari,” said Philip¬ 
pine local government secretary 
Lure Santos on Tuesday. 

Only three Or four Muslim 
areas of die southern Philippines 
opted for efte autonomy plan. 


while Christian-dominated areas 
rejected the proposals by majori¬ 
ties of np to 90 per cent 

Analysts said provinces which 
voted to join the proposed auton¬ 
omous area were divided by both 
distance and traditional tribal 
rivalries, making the plan almost 
unworkable. 

“Muslim Senator Satunzma 
Rasul urged tiie government to 
resume talks with the MNLF 
possibly under toe auspices of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer¬ 
ence (OIQ to bring peace to 
M i nd a n a o , divided by decades of 
bloodshed. 

The 45-nation OIC, chief back¬ 
er of separatist Muslim rebels in 
Mindanao, had asked for toe 
plebiscite to be cancelled by Man¬ 
ila dismissed tiie suggestion. 

Asian and Middle Eastern di¬ 
plomats said they expected the 
OIC to press Manila to renew 
talks with the MNLF in the 
search for a workable and accept¬ 


able autonomous region. Rasul 
said the OIC was the only group 
that could convince Misuari to 
shift what she tensed his “rigid” 
position. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


But Secretary Santos told re¬ 
porters Misuari had been over¬ 
taken by events, and the guerrilla 
leader would lose his political 
dout with the creation of the 
autonomous region. 

The MNLF wants 13 provinces 
in tiie southern Philippines to be 
given autonomy, with the MNLF 
controlling a 'regional security 
force. Manila has rejected toe 
proposal. 

Aquino herself played down 
the impact of the crashing defeat 
for toe government’s autonomy 
proposals, saying it was a victory 
for democracy that so many 
voted. 

She said she would not be 


bullied into negotiating with the 
MNLF. “First of all, we should 
not be talking simp ly because we 
are being threatened,” she told 
reporters when asked if she was 
willing to resume talks with the 
guerrillas in light of the Minda¬ 
nao vote. 

The MNLF, which laimched a 
■separatist war that tille d more 
tom 50,000 people in the 1970s, 
had warned of renewed- war if 
Manila pushed its^SnfycSan 
through. . - • 

Aquino said she would consult 
the congress on the next steps to. 
take and, alluding to the MNLF 
added, “we should not 
really encourage people .to- 
threaten us with acts of vio¬ 
lence.” 

Armed forces chi ef-of-staff 
ueocidl Renato de Villa toW • 
repeaters on Tuesday that demite 
the MNLF call for a boycott of 
toe poll, in some Muslim areas 
thee had been a large vote. 1 7 
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Focus on People 

Glass menageries 

By Mariam M. Shabim 

IN different shades of blue, aqua green and dear glass, 
vases, mugs, glasses, and glass imitations of animals from 
the snake to the dolphin are found in shops all over Jordan, 
Syria, Egypt and Palestine. They are “hand made*’, 
ornaments, souvenirs or daily utensils from the “Holy 
land”. Tourists from the U.S. to Japan have been buying 
the glassbfowni vases and cups for years, taking them back 
home to be put on the shelf with the other "indigenous” art 
works from. countries whose age-old crafts are slowly 
disappearing. Although the demand for the indigenous 
Arab crafts has multiplied in the last five years and some 
crafts are being revived as a result of the 'demand,, 
glassblowers in particular are very difficult to find. Their 
profession demands not only a meticulous and artistic 
nature, it also requires a physical stamina and dedication to 
the craft that few are apparently willing to give. One such 
glassblower who has “given” for the last 35 years is 
Suleiman Suleiman, this week he talks to Focus on People. 

Suleiman, an accomplished glassblower at 43, learnt his 
craft from Iris father at the age of eight in his home town of 
Furqlus south-east of Homs in Syria. His father was the 
town’s glassblower and traded with major commercial 
centres such as Homs and Aleppo to the north. Suleiman 
was the oldest son and his father needed him in the shop, 
which consisted of an outdoor brick and day oven, a stool 
and a small room to store the glass. Suleiman Jr. thus 
became his father’s apprentice at 20 and was making blue 
and green coloured glass menageries at 13. School was only 
possible for the nine younger brothers and sisters, “but one 
thing they never learned how do at school was make glass 
menageries’* Suleiman says. 

Suleiman’s choice of career or rather bis established career has 
taken a heavy toll on his health. At 43, bis hair is white, his lungs 
are fragile, he weighs no more than 45 kilogrammes on his 1.5 
metre frame and his bine eyes are always red. 

"I knew when Hooked at my father that 1 would age young, but 
there was nothing 1 could do, glassblowmg was the only trade I 
knew,” says Suleiman when asked why he chose to stay in a trade 
that would be so taxing on his health. “When I was old enough 
and independent enough to do things oil my own, I married my 
maternal cousin, and we bad children right away, so there was no 
time to think about shifting careers.*' 

When the economic situation in Syria became tough on the 
artisan co mmuni ty in particular, Suleiman, his wife and four 
children left Syria for Beirut and Baalbak in Lebanon in the early 
19705. There he found that artisans could still make a subsistence 
living. Local tastes differed from other Arab communities who 
still spent bundles on European crystal glass, and Arab and 
foreign tourists alike provided a good clientele for any thing that 
just “looked” Levantine, Suleiman recalls. 

After seven relatively prosperous years in Lebanon, Suleiman 
decided that the no war no peace situation had no ending in sight 
so he moved to Egypt “We were sad to leave Beirut, but we 
wanted to stay alive. My follow Lebanese artisans were much 
braver, I still get news from them once-in a while. Most of them 
are s till alive,” Suleiman says as if relieved that he did not leave 
them behind to perish. - 

Suleiman’s wife Rabya (she was the fourth erf five daughters), 
did not tike Cairo after Beirut, and the economic conditions were 
such that .she frad : to.wPsLtq_hefe sustain Jjbe fondly.. Rabya. 
Sulegnan -pomts -out, knows how to read and write ana found, a 
job in a beauty salon in downtown Cairo. Suleiman’s hick in Cairo 

was oot as good as Rabya’s and he worked in no less than ten glass 

producing “factories” in the ten years he lived in the Egyptian 
capital. 

“In, Egypt it is hard to make-a living because there are many 
artisans. There is a large souq and lots and lots of tourists, but the 
wages are low and with all the haggling one hardly makes a 
profit,” Suleiman says. 

After marrying off his three daughters in Egypt, Suleiman, 
Rabya and their son Riad came to Jordan in 1987. Rabya doesn’t 
wort anymore but Riad finished high school and while keeping a 
clerical job in the morning, helps his father in the afternoon. 
Suleiman is now employed at one of Amman’s most commercially 
busy artisan centres. The owners have provided him with an oven 
and lots of glass. On Fridays and in the afternoons children come 
to watch him create glass menageries with fascinated eyes, “make 
os some more” they keep on saying until it’s time for them to go. 

Tastes in the Arab World have developed in the past decade to 
j iy l prip ii Qftal artisan crafts which bad been pushed aside for most 
of the century as “old fashioned and unrefined.” 

The craft of glassmaking and blowing which existed before the 
Wrth <rf Christ, is being developed, says Suleiman. “Now they are 
pain tinp foe glass with gold and silver designs and are making 
glazed patterns of different kinds. Some are even decorating the 
glasses with calligraphy, it’s quite nice.” 

While some glassblowers are experimenting with green and 
yellow stripes or mauve and pink assigns, Suleiman prefers the 
straight forward blue and green glasses that his fattier 

taught him how to make. “What I know how to do I make the 
best,” he asserted with a smile that showed his missing teeth. 
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Zambia and the IMF 
make friends again 

By John Mukfda 

The Zambian government has drawn up a new 
economic programme to which the IMF has 
given a nod of approval. But before any new 
loans are made, Zambia must resume payments 
on its outstanding debt. 

LUSAKA, Zambia — Zambia, Western donor governments have 

the Internationa] Monetary Fund begun Hanp Kna; aid carrots, prom- 
mnn .l. m..u n • • “ .. ■ >». u. 
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A new semi-floating rice variety at Bara nursery 


The lifeline of rice 


(IMF) and the World B ank 
appear to be approaching a re¬ 
conciliation. Two and a half years 
ago, a disagreement over econo- 
otic reform policies led to an end 
of IMF balance-of-payments sup¬ 
port for Zambia. The country 
also suffered a loss of aid for 
development programmes. 

Now, however, the govern¬ 
ment has drawn up a policy 
framework paper (PFP) which 
has received a nod of approval 
from the IMF and the World 
Bank, establishing the haste for 
renewed co-operation. 

According to Finance Minister 
Gibson Gt gaga after tatw in 
Washington with the IMF and foe 
World Bank, the two institutions 
reviewed foe PFP and found it 
acceptable.. 

The programme tackles issues 
such as realistic exchange rates, 
liberalised import regulations, re¬ 
ductions in money supply and 
budget deficits, the decontrol of 


ising more assistance if Zambia 
demonstrates the will to press 
ahead with its r eform s. 

As part of the PFP, a program¬ 
me of investment in the public 
sector is also under way. Projects 
have been carefully selected with 
an emphasis on completing those 
already ongoing, or particularly 
in need of rehabilitation. Plant, 
machinery, roads and general in¬ 
frastructure are given top prior¬ 
ity. New projects will no doubt be 
undertaken but must have a high 
economic rate of return. 

Some of the changes are 
already yielding results. The cur¬ 
rency change has brought excess 
money down to manageable 
proportions and traders now 
bank most of their money for fear. 
of further government action. In 
the last change, many were 
caught unaware . and those who 
had hoarded money in their 
houses found themselves having 


By Ruth Massey 

TIMBUKTU, Mali — Sixteen 
men in turbans and long loose 
tunics sit in a semi-circle in the 
living room of a house in this 
legendary town. The men are 
Songhai farmers, the chairmen 
and treasurers of eight village 
associations engaged in a com¬ 
mon endeavour— to grow rice in 
foe desert. They have come from 
their forms to meet with two 
representatives of the United Na¬ 
tions Capital Development Fund 
(UNCDF), foe organisation that 
launched them on a project that 
has rescued them from poverty. 
Five years ago, they were desti¬ 
tute, victims of a terrible drought. 
Now, with several good rice¬ 
growing years beiad them,, they 
can plan for the future. 

Tins ancient oasis town, with 
its ridi and romantic past, was 
once the golden city of West 
Africa, a place of learning and 
commerce. But Timbuktu's 
magic was sadly missing five years ' 
ago when wells dried up and 
sandstorms howled through the 
streets. The Niger river, which 
flows through the region, fell to 
its lowest level in living memory. 

When the rains faded, Songhai 
farmers could no longer cultivate 
glaberrima, or floating rice, as 
they had for hundreds of years 
beside the Mger river as It 
travelled from Timbuktu to Gao, 
600 kilometres to the east. For 
centuries, they bad counted on 
foe Niger to overflow its banks 
and flood the lowlands where 
they sowed their seeds. When the 
drought interrupted this cycle the 
results were catastrophic. Many 
Sopghzu were forced to seek work 
in towns and cities that had no 
jobs to offer them. The lives of a 
milli on people were at risk. 

The turning point for 13,000 
inhabitants in villages of the Tim¬ 
buktu and Gao regions came in 
1984, when UNCDF launched a 
jdan to grow irrigated rice in foe 
desert using water pumped from 
the Niger. Pipes were run several 
hundred metres from the river- 
bank to the empty, sandy terrain. 
Seeds and pesticides, as well as 


fuel, lubricants and spare parts 
for the pumps, were made avail¬ 
able through a revolving fund to 
be reimbursed by farmers from 
dues paid to their village associa¬ 
tions.. 

Three U.N. Volunteers fi¬ 
nanced by the United Nations 
Development Programme work¬ 
ed side-by-side with the farmers 
from the beginning. One of them, 
Wim Schreurs, an agronomist 
from the University of Wagenmg- 
en in the Netherlands, developed 
a new hybrid of rice. Schreurs 
crossed glabenima, which is 
sowed in the wind, with irrigated 1 
Asian rice, which is planted by 
hand, seedling by seedling. 
Whereas giabenmja delivers a 
low yield — 900 kilos per hectare 
— the new variety produces over 
twice that amount. 

Encouraged by their neigh-, 
boms’ success, 15 more villages 
with 12,000 inhabitants formed 
similar associations, pooled their 
land and began growing irrigated 
rice. By liberating farmers from 
their dependence on rain, the 
pomps have made it possible to 
grow two crops a year instead of 
one. By the end of 1988, 
UNCDFs US$6.6 million invest¬ 
ment had enabled farmers to 
clear and Irrigate 817 hectares of 
land producing 4,000 tonnes of 
paddy rice a year. 

- The village associations’ con¬ 
tract with UNCDF also calls for 
trees to be planted as w indb reaks 
to shield crops against the sand¬ 
laden winds that sweep across the 
plain. But, like most Sahelians, 
Songhai fanners have traditional¬ 
ly looked to trees for firewood 
rather than crop protection. They 
were reluctant to use precious 
water for anything other than 
growing crops. When local au¬ 
thorities failed to deliver foe five 
kilos of maize they had promised 
as an incentive for each tree 
planted, the farmers stopped 
watering the trees and they deed. 

The windbreak problem is on 
top of the agenda as the Songhai 
community leaders begin their 
meeting with UNCDF repre¬ 
sentatives in Timbuktu. “You are 


citizens of Mali just as I am,” says 
Maimouna Sy, who helps coor¬ 
dinate foe UNCDF project She 
says she understands the farmer’s 
resistance to windbreaks, but 
stresses that they are essential for 
crop protection. “If the governor 
promised you maize and did not 
deliver,” she says, “you have the 
right to take that up with him. 
But you were given trees to plant 
as windbreaks as part of your 
contract with UNCDF.” 

“Windbreaks are essential for 
healthy crops just as good book¬ 
keeping is essential for healthy 
finances,” adds Dominique Ait 
Ouyahia, a UNCDF representa¬ 
tive who has come from New 
York to review the project. She 
has touched on a sensitive issue 
— the associations’ accramtinfl 
practices. 

Songhai tradition calls for com¬ 
plete discretion in assisting peo- 
ple in need. If someone requires 
funds to feed his family he will 
ask for a loan in foe dead of 
night. At the same time, a Son- 
gbafs won! is his bond, and he 
will always repay his debt. “The 
amounts that are not in the bank 
are in' m our heads,” says the 
treasurer of the village of Doa. 
“We know where the money is, 
and most of it has already been 
paid back.” 

However honourable, conmrit- 
ing figures to memory can lead to 
confusion when hundreds of far¬ 
mers and scores of villagers are 
involved. Moreover, it is 
UNCDF policy that standard 
accounting procedures be fol¬ 
lowed wherever revolving funds 
are set up. 

Most treasurers are now learn¬ 
ing to keep accounts with tibe help 
of instructors from the govern¬ 
ments Direction Regionale de 
[’Action Cooperative, known as 
DRACOOF. “There wasn’t 
much point in knowing bow to 
read and write in the past,” says 
Mamadou Sountoura, DRA- 
COOP’s regional director in Gao. 
“You have to have village com¬ 
mittees that are capable of keep¬ 
ing accounts, otherwise yon won’t 
go very far.” DRACOOP also 
offers courses in marketing rice 


and calculating bow much ferti¬ 
liser and insecticide is necessary 
to boost crop yields. 

Bara, a farm community 30 
kilometres north of Gao, has 
gone far indeed. Growing two 
crops a year on 190 hectares, 
villagers pay their taxes, feed and 
dothe their families and reim¬ 
burse the communal revolving 
fund which pays for seeds, fuel, 
and pesticides essential for next 
season’s planting. This year 
they intend to use some of their 
profits to build a village dispen¬ 
sary. 

“The people in Bara under¬ 
stand perfectly well that they 


needs as many literate members ^ * ub ® d ^ n “f “ 
as possible, including women.” - sta P lc food ~ there were 

says Sountoura.. — UNDP , 

• Showing renewed confidence. 


of ?? Pf y cent withholding 

subsidies. To get away Wthe the * 

country's reliance on copper ex- Discrepancies, however,^ still 

ports, the government plans to mstaDce ’ 

maease grx^lZon-uStal seo W t a of the joven unenfs total 
tots from this year's 1.9 per cent budget b swaDowed no by milit- 

to 5.5 per cent to 1993, mdS °" 

reduce inflation from this year's 1 f altl1 se rrnces and edu cation bas 
95 per cent to 15 per cent to im *«Wed abnnmgly. Twenty-five 
President Ke£mth Kannda’s mtependence, the 

main preoccupation at present is l QverI V 11{ ; rI1 has tura ed away 
to woo moretaans fromdooors electoral promise* based on 

and to baa out an economy close Kaondas society. 

U) collapse. The government recognises, 

His latest strategy has included however, that it wiB have to 
far-reaching measures, chief retain some protective measures 
among which are a 47 per cent for the most vulnerable groups of 
kwa cha d evaluation, an issue of people. At present it intends to 
new currency and moves towards retain coupons for ««*!»» meal for 
ending government subsidies on the benefit of foe lowest income 
almost all commodities. The last groups; prov isionall y retain the 
time the government tried to re- fertiliser subtidy for small-scale 

burners; and provide financial 
incentives to encourage the reset¬ 
tlement of urban dwellers to rural 
areas. — PANOS. 


High-tech tailors insulate 
the U.S. space shuttle 


By Beth Dickey 

NEEDLES, thread, sewing 
machines and other sewing tools 
are becoming a common sight at 
some U.S. space shuttle factories. 

The tailors, better known as 
thermal protection system 
mechanics at the Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida, are making 
heat-resistant flexible insulation 
. blankets for U.S. space shuttles. 
The mechanics make the blankets 
from fibreglass doth or metal- 
coated mylar. They work from 
multi-page patterns, often stitch¬ 
ing by hand to make coverings of 
all shapes and sizes that fit pre¬ 
cisely into pre-measured spaces 
on the fuselage or in the payload 
bay of each shuttle. 

The thermal protection system 
keeps temperatures on the 
spacecraft’s aluminium stem with¬ 
in design hunts —176 degrees C. 
Without the tiles and blankets, 
the space shuttle fuselage would 
contract or «pmd as it encoun¬ 


ters temperatures as cold as 
minus 157 degrees C in space or 
as hot as 1,650 degrees as it 
returns to Earth. Nearly three- 
fourths of each shuttle has a 
heat-resistant cover*— of tiles 
and blankets to Suieta astronauts 
and cargo against the searing 
temperatures. 

Few of the mechanics have 
professional garment-making ex¬ 
perience, but many enjoy sewing 
as a bobby. However, winks a 
missed stitch in a hand-made shirt 
may be no big deal, a crooked 
seam on the space shuttle could 
be disastrous. That is why blank¬ 
ets must be sewn precisely. 

Sewing for the space shuttle is 
not easy, says tedmidan David 
Sheets. “Learning to read the 
blueprints for the patterns is as 
difficult as sewing foe blankets,” 
he says. 

Tedmidan Marie Smith pre¬ 
pares a rectangular quilt 10 cen¬ 
timetres wide and 46 centimetres 
long that will fit on the midbody 


of space shuttle Columbia. Smith 
has been sewing for the space 
shuttle for nearly 10 years and she 
can make one or two of these 
blankets a day. There are about 
2,300 blankets on each shuttle, 
and no two are exactly alik e. 

“Every stitch on each blanket 
is checked and rechecked for 
quality,” says Connie Weafo- 
erby, who rips oat a machine 
stitch made on a silvery pad that 
will fit inside Columbia’s payload 
bay. She is redoing her woik 
because she isn’t satisfied. 

For Weatherby and many of 
her co-workers, knowing their 
hands have touched the shuttle is 
half the fun of getting paid. 

“The job’s got a lot of short¬ 
term and long-term benefits,” 
says another technician, Howard 
Baker. “You get to jump up and 
down every time there’s a launch. 
You’re able to do something for 
your country and have a good 
job, too, and that’s hard to beat.” 
— The Christian Science 
Monitor. 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 
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* '-Free. enlarge- 
mmnt ZO x 30 cm 

Shraetsahl - Opp. Grindtays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SweBeh tel: 823891 





Same Day Service 
for ail E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra star. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



CMnaas and 

cubbies cootoad to your RMhq. 
Ron 12 noon to MkHghl 
A0 aaniod bi the super attractive 
Chinese dscorrfons compfamenfed tv 
a* firm W estern band 
Abo. taVoy a eocttsl or glass at «*» at 
a discount price durino happy haute 
4-7 daffy. . 






AL SABEEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tel. 630571, P.O.Box 2206 

— Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy in Jabal 
Amman, 2nd Circle, with easy 
access to commercial centres 
and tourist sites. 

— Ideal for businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

— Comfortably furnished suites 
with self-catering facilities. T.V. 
and serviced daily. 


ut^- 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

IstCirde, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

lUteavnylsnaftAta 


Open dailyl 2:00-3:30 
pjn. 

' 6:30-Midoight 

TeL $38968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

T«fc»JHKyawiffaM> 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18.1)0-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road-near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 630p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 

opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


tJf 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12L30-3JOpm 
7.30-*1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

towards 3rd circle 

































































Economy 

Gulf capital markets face uncertain Mure 


jnifflAU TIMES. THDBSPAY-gWPAY, NOVEMBEBj«4 L P& 


By Eric Hall 
Reuters 

DUBAI — Gulf Arab capital 
markets face an uncertain fu¬ 
ture as regional state deficits, 
which encouraged their crea¬ 
tion, disappear under a new 
influx of oil revenues. 

The issue of public debt in 
the six Gulf Cooperation 
Cocmtil (GCC) states began 
only three-years ago when the 
mid-1980s oil price collapse 
wiped out surpluses and 
threatened reserves. 

But in a region where up to 
90 per cent of revenues can 
come from oil, higher oil prices 
are reversing the equation. 

' Independent economists be¬ 
lieve oil revenues in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Kuwait, Oman, the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Qatar could be~2p'to 3CL- 
per cent higher this year, large¬ 


ly due to firmer prices and 
highe r output to match world 
demand. 

“Deficits pushed govern¬ 
ments into creating the mar¬ 
kets. Wbaf happens if the de¬ 
ficits disappear?” asked one 
bank economist. 

One group of Gulf policy¬ 
makers and economists want 
’much broader local markets to 
use private sector capital more 
efficiently for economic 
growth, rather than invested 
overseas. 

But the traditional social and 
religious values of the region 
do not fit easily with free capit¬ 
al markets. 

Traditionally, political and 
economic patronage was held 
firmly in the hands of Gulf 
Arab rulers. The hundreds of 
bfltions of oil dollars merely 
helped centralise control furth¬ 
er, economist said. 

“In these economies, the 


U.S. allocates nearly 
$15b for foreign aid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bosh signed into law a 
$14.6-b3fiou foreign aid MB Tuesday night that includes the first 
cash in a promised three-year aid programme for Poland and 


The meas ur e includes $533 mgina in new aid for Poland and 
Hungary—aid which has become pofitkafly popular because of the 
wave of economic and political reform sweeping Eastern Europe. 

About $293 Buffion would be fan cash, including support for new 
private enterprise and to stabffise Poland's cnrreacy. The rest would 
come in trade and Divestment insurance. 

It also includes $85 milfioa in unfettered military aid far E2 
Salvador, where a weektong spate of intense warfare has prompted 
congressional crib for a re-examination of U.S. policy. 

As wmmI, more than one-third of Oi. aid goes to the two parties 
to the Camp David accord, Israel and Egypt. land is due to receive 
$1.8 Mffion in military aid and $1.2 bfltion in ec on omic aid, whBe 
Egypt wiD get $13 MBm hi military aid and $815 miBtoa in 
economic assistance. 

Other aid in the bfil is earmarked for the PMfippmes, which 
would get $150 as the UJ». share of a new inte rn a tiona l 

assistance programme; Turkey, with $580 million, far mflUary aid; 
Greece, with $350 mfifiou hi military aid; $230 mOBou in economk 
aid for Pnfcfistaa; $440 ndBon in economic aid to be shared among 
'< the fwar Central American democracies as the Bush ad mfa ifetraiion 
sees fit; and $20 nriffion for an economic development fond for 
Northern Ireland. 

The Bush administration agreed to accept one item it had argued 
vociferously wga*™*, a section written by Representative David 
Obey that would bar the admimstration from using aid money to 
boy support from other countries for policies die Dotted States could 
not legally carry out itself. 

Agreement came after Obey rose <fu the house Door and 
announced the section was not hrtesded to tie the hands of 

artmmktr atinn officials carrying out their normal dyhumatic duties, 
bat was only to bar expl ic i t “quid pro quo’ 1 deab with other 
countries to cany oaf prohibited activities. 

A similar provision in the bffl authorising Stale Department 
activities prompted a veto by Bosh Tuesday night. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday November 22, 
1989 

Central Bank official rates 

- c _ French franc 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dentsdwmark 
Swiss franc 


640.0 646.0 
1002.4 1012.4 
352.7 356.2 
396-5 400-5 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dntdi giddcr 


Itafran lira (Cor 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


103.6 104.6 
444.8 449-2 

312.6 315.7 

99.7 100.7 
47.9 48.4 

167.4 169.1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.572000 

1.1695/705 

1.8035/45 

2.0343/53 

1.6045/55 

37.86/89 

6.1500/50 

1330/1331 

143.70/80 

6.3980/4030 

6.8525/75 

7.0140/90 

408.25/75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar. 
Deutscbexnarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
■ Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


capital that has become avail¬ 
able has been in gov e r n ment’s 
hands and has been channelled 
down to the private sector,” 
said an official at one Gulf 
central bank. 

Islam's ban on usury has 
restricted capital market 
growth by focusing religious 
disapproval on the use of in¬ 
terest rates, the economists 
said. 

Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman 
have developed government 
debt markets. Qatar is study¬ 
ing the issue of public debt. 
The UAE has a weekly certifi¬ 
cates of depost market. 

Saudi Arabia, the biggest 
GCC economy, during the 
1970s oil boom created an in¬ 
dustrial sector almost totally 
with government funds. 

When the state fell into de¬ 
ficit in the mid-1980s, funding 
this quasi-government industry 
became a burden. 


Even Saudi Arabia's re¬ 
serves were not limitless and, 
after drawing down tens of 
billions of dollars to finance 
the economy, in June, 1988 it 
began offering two to five year 
development bonds. 

The bonds were issued in 
large denominations. 

At fust they wore offered 
only to Saudi banks and in¬ 
stitutions, and sold at a dis¬ 
count, finked to U.S.. treasur¬ 
ies at 20 to 50 points over 
like-dated U.S. paper, Sandi- 
based economists said. 

The result was that the 
bonds are attractive only when 
U.S. treasuries are attractive, 
and the great balk ended up on 
the books of government in¬ 
stitutions and local banks. 

In an attempt to create a 
secondary market, banks were 
later allowed to sell them onto 
local investors, but tins has 
been largely only as part of 


investment trust portfolios. 

Opinion about the future of 
the market is divided. Some 
Western economists think a 
return to big state surpluses 
will at bast lead to a s usp en si on 
of activity in flic bends market. 

But Saudi Arabian Monet¬ 
ary Agency Governor Sheikh 
Hamad A1 Sayyari was quoted 
this week as saying that efforts 
to improve the efficiency of foe 
market were continuing. 

Others also believe that the 
government hay seen the error 
of relying too much on state- 
led growth. “There might be 
another oil price crash,” said a 
Gulf bank economist. 

“The basic conumtment to 
fl frift responability for e cono¬ 
mic growth to the private sector 
is there, although I am ta k ing a 
long-term view of this,” said a 
Saudi-based diplomat. 


China’s internal debt tops #21 fe 



SYDNEY — A surge in the price of gold sparked a rush of buying 
in Australian gold and resource stocks and helped push the share 
market to a firm close. The All Ordinaries Index rose 8.5 to 
1,637.7. 

TOKYO — Share prices surged to a record high dose, buoye d by 
new investment trust funds and buying by other institutional 
investors. The Nikkei soared 227.05 to 36,286.92. 

HONG KONG—Stocks were lower with no interesting corporate 
news to puncture the cloak of indifference smothering trading 
interest. The Hang Seng Index slipped 5.17 to 2,812.02., 
SINGAPORE — The Stock market dosed on a firm note after 
share prices rose sharply across the board. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index jumped 12.25 points to 1,361.67. 

BOMBAY — Shares finished mixed on heavy institutional buying 
after the market opened shakily as India’s general elections 
began. 

FRANKFURT — Closed for holiday 

ZURICH — Shares dosed slightly higher on selective demand. 
The All-Share Swiss Performance Index rose 3.7 points to 1,107.0. 
PARIS — French share prices were steady but off highs in quiet 
trading by midday. The CAC-40 index was up 2.42 points to 
1,827.63 at 1230 GMT. 

LONDON-Shares were mostly firmer in late trading with 

investors noticeable absent as caution stifled business. By 1535 
GMT the FTSE-100 index was 5.7 points up at 2,190.8. 
NEW YORK — Wall Street Blue chips kept their early gains, 
advancing slightly in light trading ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The Dow rose 9.60 to 2649. 


BELTING (AP) — China has a 
domestic debt of 80 billion yuan 
($21.6 billion) and will begin in¬ 
curring new debts to repay old 
ones with the approach of a peak 
repayment period next year, a 
senior economist has said. 

Zhang Jialun, deputy director 
of the state debt management 
department under the finance 
ministry, told the official Xinhua 
news agency the government 
most repay 30 billion yuan ($8.1 
billion) in debts next year. 

Zhang stressed that all debts 
will be paid off in time. However, 
the government also faces 
maturation next year of about $7 
billion of an estimated $44 billion 
in foreign loans and has been hit 
by shortfalls in tax revenues as 
the economy slides toward reces¬ 
sion. 

Zhang said domestic bonds, 
revived in Ghma in 1981, include 
51 trillion yuan ($13.8 billion) in 
state treasury bonds, 5.4 billion 
yuan ($1.46 billion) in construc¬ 
tion bonds and 12 bffion yuan 
($3.2 bflfioa) in “value-preserv¬ 
ing” bonds. 

He said the domestic debt does 
not include bonds locally issued 
by Chinese h anks and enter¬ 
prises. 

State workers are now required 
to buy two types of bonds: State 
bonds, which amount to about 
four per cent of annnal wages, 
and public debt bonds, about 
eight per cent of yearly income. 

The state issued 12 bflfion yuan 
($3.2 billion) in public debt bonds 
in June, and gave workers until 
the end of the year to buy them. 
The bonds mature in three years. 

Zhang said in 1981 bonds were 
of 10-year duration and provided. 
interest of only four per cent, but 
that now they mature in two or 
three years. The interest rate has 
jumped from 14 per cent at the 
beginning of this year to about 20 
per cent now. 

China’s inflation rate is also 
about 20 per cent 

The governm ent says its budget 
deficit for the past few years has 
been around eight billion yuan 


($2.2 bflfion), but Western eco¬ 
nomists say it could be as much as 
four timas that amount if foreign 
loans and the issuance of treasury 
bonds were included. 

Ihe budgetary crisis has 
worsened in recent months as a 
sharp economic downturn, fallout 
from a yearlong austerity prog¬ 
ramme, has cut tax revenues from 
money-losing factories and left 
many state-nm enterprises with¬ 
out funds to repay loans from the 
state. 

Beijing's conservative leaders, 
who are stressing that large state- 
owned industries must be the 
mainstay of China’s socialist eco¬ 
nomy, have also been forced into 
shelling out billions of yuan in 
subsidies to keep inefficient, un¬ 
profitable industries afloat. 

The Communist party, at a 
party plenum earlier this month 
that called for at least two more 
years of economic belt-tighten¬ 
ing, said b alancin g the budget will 
be a major goal in foe coming 
years. 

Zhang, however, said China 
will adopt a method of incurring 
new debts to repay old ones and 
establish a domestic debt repay¬ 
ment foundation in the next few 
years. 

Meanwhile, China’s central 
bank has qnkrtiy tightened reg¬ 
ulations on foreign exchange, 
limiting purchases of foreign cur¬ 
rency and re stri ct in g its sale to 
those with airline tickets out of 
foe country. 

The new regulations stem the 
outflow of foreign capital and 
suggest the government could be 
considering a devaluation of the 
Chinese currency, but economists 
in Beijing said they doubt that 
would happen soon. 

Under foe restrictions, which 
apply to foreign visitors as well as 
Chinese, holders of foreign cur¬ 
rency certificates can only re¬ 
purchase 50 per cent of foe 
amount of foreign currency they 
originally sold, according to a 
Bank of China official who would 
not give bis name. 

Thus anyone who has eon- 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 

HARRIS »o- 2 &] 



“Stanley took an aptitude test once. 
It said he should have been 
a sofa cushion.” 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled (altera to 
form the surprise enawer, es sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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verted U.S. dollars to foreign 
exchange certificates (FECS) 
would be encouraged to spend at 
least half in China. 

But customers may withdraw 
from their FEC accounts in the 
form of checks, which can be 
cashed into foreign currencies 
overseas, the official said. 

Customers must also present 
an airplane ticket proving that 
they need the money because 
they are going overseas, the offi¬ 
cial said. They may make de¬ 
posits to Bank of China FEC 
accounts that already exist. 

The new regulations, put into 
effect about a mouth ago, were 
not announced publidy, the offi¬ 
cial said. 

nrina has a dual currency sys¬ 
tem, with the yuan divided into 
renminbi, for domestic use, and 
FECS for foreigners and Chinese 
who exchange foreign currency. 

The Bank of China official 
would not say why the restrictions 
were imposed but called them “a 
reasonable measure.” 

“It’s a very serious thing,” said 
an official of foe Beijing office of 
a European-based Credit Bank. 

“It’s a move to tighten the 
economy and more closely moni¬ 
tor foreign exchange,” said foe 
banker, w b° spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

“They’ve done tins because 
many Chinese have -FECS in 
their Hand* which they change to 
U.S. dollars on the black mar¬ 
ket,” he said. *Tt is primarily to 
restrict the cash going out. There 
are less U.S. dollars in cash avail¬ 
able and people have less to play 
around with in foe open market” 

The double-currency system 
has spawned a lively black market 
in FECS and convertible foreign 
currencies, primarily U.S. dol¬ 
lars. 

Chinese generally need FECS 
to purchase imported items, and 
most prove they have dollars or 
other foreign currencies in order 
to travel or study abroad. 

The Bank of fhma could be 
trying to discourage illegal fore¬ 
ign currency transactions. 

“But the black market has fal¬ 
len,” the banker said. “You get 
less for doDan, and the black 
market centres have been 
damped down upon.” 

The black market price for the 
U.S. dollar has dropped from 
about eight yuan a year ago to 
five or six yuan today, the banker 
said. The official exchange rate 
for the yuan is 3.7 to the dollar. 


CBJ sets minimum rate of 
interest for 1/c deposits 


Sudan 

junta 

prepares 

economic 

reforms 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
military government has set foe 
stage for its first big economic 
moves with a t hree - wee k confer¬ 
ence publicising die painful vir¬ 
tues of cuts in food subsidies and 
other state spending. 

Foreign economists in Khar¬ 
toum said the junta, which over¬ 
threw an elected government in 
June, was expected to announce 
reforms before foe end of foe 
month in hope of restoring credit 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The IMF declared Sudan in- 
eligeble for fresh credit in 1986 
and the country, racked by war 
and famine, is behind in its pay¬ 
ments by an estimated $1.4 bil¬ 
lion. 

“Sudan will tell foe IMF that it 
sees the benefits of... reforms,” 
said one Western economist. 
“But it will also tell the fond that it 
is economic and political non¬ 
sense to do it all at mice.” 

The IMF has long demanded a 
unified and realistic foreign ex¬ 
change rate for the Sudanese 
pound, spending cuts and a freeze 
cm state employment- It wants 
Sudan to collect more tax and to 
streamline or sell loss-making 
government ventures. 

Economists said General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir, foe junta 
strongman, would have to move 
cautiously because of political 
and social risks. 

Unpopular measures along 
IMF-favoured Hues were frus¬ 
trated under previous govern¬ 
ment by violent protests. Bashir 
has outlawed strikes and street 
demonstrations along with poli¬ 
tical parties and trade onions. 

The economists said prospects 
for reform seemed strengthened 
when recent rises in the price of 
bread and sugar passed without 
signs of popular discontent. 

Africa's largest country, Sudan 
is burdened by an estimated $14- 
biltion foreign debt it cannot re¬ 
pay. Annual inflati on rate is dose 
to 100 per cent and economists 
say it could hit 500 per cent if the 
currency were devalued. 

The conference concluded 
Tuesday night was billed in foe 
junto-controlled media as a bid to 
end Sudan’s crushing poverty. 

It wound up with a lengthy 
statement of general proposals 
ranging from a tight money policy 
to boosting exports, food self- 
sufficiency and the rehabilitation 
of foe crumbling infrastructure. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Wednes¬ 
day issued a memorandum allow¬ 
ing fron ts ?nd financial com¬ 
panies in Jordan to pay a mini¬ 
mum interest of five pm 1 cent 
annually cm all funds deposited 
with them by customers for tet¬ 
ters of credit (L/Cs), dear d rafts 
and guaranteed time drafts. 

A CBJ statement said foe mea¬ 
sure was deemed necessary to 
fpahi«» Jordanian importers to 
make appropriate returns on 
amounts of guarantees in cash 
when they commence procedures 
for imports. But, it said, this 
should >a|m place with a cash- 
guarantee margin as defined ear- 
tier by file CELT. 

The CBJ earlier defined foe 
fyh guarantee rates as follows: 


— a. 30 per cent on imports of 
aB food supplies and medicines 
which cannot be produced local-* 
ly, primary materials used in the 
local industry Hke packaging mid 
packing, and spare parts'for in¬ 
dustrial machines and equipment 
used for agricultural production 
so as to supp ort the industrial and 
agricultural sectors. 

b. 70 per cent on the rest of 
imported commodities. 

c. 80 per cent on all commod¬ 
ities imported through the free 
zone, provided" that this wDl be 
exacted in foreign cu rrency frOm 
the agent who must drawn from 
any one of foe following sources: 
his own foreign account, foreign 
each or incoming transfers in 
foreign currency. 


ACC states to have 
holding company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A four-mem¬ 
ber technical committee set up by 
the countries of the Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC) to study 
the question of establishing a 

Norfo^Y^^^and Jordan^ holds 
its final session in Amman Thurs¬ 
day to endorse a draft agreement 
defining all statutes related to the 
projected company. 

An announcement here 
Wednesday said the committee 
discussed all aspects related to 
foe company’s future work and 
tiie proposals on areas of invest¬ 


ments to be conducted under its 
umbrella to serve economic in¬ 
tegration among the four Arab 
states. 

The announcement said the 
draft agreement and recom¬ 
mendations will be submitted to 
an ACC minis terial council meet¬ 
ing, winch will be held later in 
Sanaa J capital of North Yemen. 

The committee groups repre¬ 
sentatives of federations of cham¬ 
bers of industry and trade in the 
four countries who presented re¬ 
marks on foe projected company 
and its prospective operations. 


Number of firms rise at 
Sahab Industrial City 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 29 
industrial businesses were estab¬ 
lished in the Sahab Industrial City 
near Amman during the firet 10 
months of 1989, raising the total 
number of businesses in the facil¬ 
ity to 164, according to Dr. Fayez 
Suheimat, director general of foe 
Jordan Industrial Estates Cor¬ 
poration (JIEC). 

Suheimat said Sahab now 
groups industries that offer em¬ 
ployment to 4,400 workers and' 
technicians, and have an overall 
capital. Of JD 75 minirtn. . 


Saltier tiwx year, the JIEC en¬ 
larged tiie Sahab Industrial City 
zone by carrying out an expan¬ 
sion plan to accommodate more 
companies and cope with the 
increasing number of requests by 
investors. The JIEC also 
embarked cm foe establishment 
of another industrial city in the 
Irbid area. 

. According to Suheimat, the in¬ 
dustries in Sahab deal with elec¬ 
tric, metal, food, pharmaceutical, 
textile, furniture , plastic, leather 
.and,construction products, - 


Poland devalues zloty 


WARSAW (R) — Poland de¬ 
valued tiie zloty nearly nine per 
cent Monday in the sixth substan¬ 
tial devaluation since foe Solidar¬ 
ity gover nm ent took office in 
September. 

The National Bank reduced the 
value of the c urren cy by 8..8 per 
cent setting a new rate of 3,400 
doties to tiie dollar against 3,100 
Friday, according to figures pub¬ 
lished in the government news¬ 
paper Rzeczpospolita. 

The rate was 1,441 when the 
government was appointed on 
Sept 32. It has since devalued the 
zloty by 57.6 per cent. 

The government wants to dose 
the _gap between the official ex¬ 
change rate and the free market 
rate to stabilise the currency and 
achieve domestic convert i bility 
by next January. 

The free market rate has drop¬ 
ped since September from about 


12,000 zloties to foe dollar to 
about 7,000. The official-rate 
applies only to foreign tourists, 
foreign trade dealings and official 
statistics. 

Poland’s solidarity-led govern¬ 
ment could face further economic 
problems as exports of coal, an 
important fofeign exchange ear¬ 
ner, are likely to fall sharply ttds 
year, a senior industry ministry 
official has said.. 

Stenislaw. Okrasa, deputy 
director of the ministry’s coal ana 
energy department, said Poland, 
one of the world’s leading coal 
,producers, was expected to ex- 

End this year than in 1988. 

Tbe government bad not made a 
final decision but bis department 
had recommended exports this 
year of 28.2 million tonnes emu* 
pared with 32 nriflion tonnes in 
1988- 
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Tubbs wins 
American title 
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SANTA MONICA, California 
(AP) — Tony Tubbs won the 
North American Boxing Federa¬ 
tion heavyweight title with a 12- 
zcnrnd decision Tuesday night 
over Odin Norris, breaking the 
defending champion’s 19-bout 
winning streak.. 

The fight was even on the 
judges’ scorecards through eight 
Brands , b ut in rite fmai four 
rounds, Tubbsbcgan punishing 
Norris with quick combinations. 
Norm was able to pick off many 
punches with his glove but Tubbs 
stayed busy. 

Judge Robert Byrd scored the 
bout 116-112 for Tubbs, while 
Glen Hauxpia gave Tubbs a 116- 


113 edge. Chock Giampa called it 
even, 114-114. 

The 233-pound Tubbs, fighting 
in bis hometown, was rated No. 
16 by the World Boxing Comal 
and i mp ro v ed to 28-2 with 16 
wins by knockout. Norris, at 
205% pounds, was defending his 
title for die sixth time and fell to 
22-2 with nine knock-outs.. 

There were no knockdowns in 
_the bout and neither figh ter was 
injured: -— 

In the semi-main event. Terry 
Morris, younger brother of Orhn. 
won a 12-round unanimous ded- 
s*on over Tony Montgomery of 
Long Beach, Calif., retaining bis 
NABF superwelterweight title to 
his second defence. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

dim Tribune Mttdta Santo*, me. 


RATE YOUR OWN GAME 


Roth vulnerable. South deals. 

. NORTH 

* A K Q 10 
<7 643 

0 852 
*. A 9 4 

WEST EAST 

*7632 *95 

. <? 10 - - Q J 8 

0 A 10 6 0 Q J 7 

* Q J 10 7 3 * K 8 6 5 2 

. SOUTH 

* J 8 4 

V A K 9 7 S 2 
’ OK 9 4 3 - - 

* Void 
The bidding: 

SoHih West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pas? 

2 9 Past 4 9 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of * 
Hoe’s a hand that win give you 
the opportunity of judging how 
good a player you really are. Cover 
the East-West- cards imagine 
you are dedaring a four-heart con¬ 
tract at rubber bridge. The opening 
lead is the queen of dubs.. 

Although your hand has good 
playing strength, you do not have 
enough to move over partner's jump 
raise to four hearts. Even if partner 
brings you a magic hand—the A K 
Q of spades and ace of diamonds— 
you rate to have a loser in each red 
suit. Also; your' hand is Ear too 


strong for an opening weak two- 
bid. 

After a club opening lead, you 
can count !0 tricks even if you have 
to lose one in trumps—five hearts, 
four spades and the ace of dubs. 
The danger is you could lose Four- 
three diamonds and a trump—be-' 
fore you collect your due. East is the 
danger band; you cannot afford a 
lead through your king of 
diamonds. 

If you have worked all this out, 
the [day becomes easy- Win the ace 
of clubs, discarding a diamond from 
band, lead a trump, and simply cov¬ 
er any card East produces. West 
wins a cheap trick, but he can do 
you no harm. Win any return, draw 
the two outstanding trumps and 
cash your tricks. 

Note that it does not help East to 
split his honors on the first bump 
lead; that would give you an over- 
trick. You win, cross to dummy 
with a spade and lead another 
trump, again covering any card East 
plays. 

AnihUt for a limited time as 
a special offer is a two-for-one 
package of DOUBLES booklets. 
For your copies send S3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES/’ can lids 
newspaper, P.O. Box 4426, Orlan¬ 
do. Fla. 32882-4426. Make checks 
payable to “Newspopcrbooka/* 



THE Daily Crossword by .Frank i 


ID Aught 

14 Nat or Natalto 

15 Ihcapa&te 

16 FRs to — 

17 Cake notion 

18 Baseball term 
20 Aversion to 

work 

22 Nourished 
23.Coat of mail 
24 Appropriate 
27 A ccu mu la tion 
31 DwnosttanM 
and CtcsfO 


37 Grain bristle 


39 Fufi of fuzz 

40 Moral lapse 

41 A OuttMiborg 

42 Gan. 


43 Alphabet run 

44 Ranted 

46 Mon 
bnnertimnt 

47 Las Vegas 
amp loy ia n 

48 Mod 
cherished , 

60 Calm - ■ 

54 Tavern 

55 Stanly 

60 BaaabaH terth 

63 Farm measure 

64 Talented 

65 Defla — 

86 Brogan or 

67 Thaw 

68 Em or Enoch 

69 Faded 

DOWN 

1 h Inalncera 

2 Work hard 

3 Margarine 

4 Jaunty 

5 Conveyance 

6 Bewildered 

7 Btd 

0 Confined 
9 One — time ‘ 


anaaiii aHaaaa 


!■■■ an 


a«M amuum am 


PtM) Trauma MadtaSMVteM. Inc. 0811 

All Hghts Hssonwi „ _ . 

Yostonhy*! P rato Sttoadb 

10 Old-time 
comic Bert 

11 Unit of matter 

12 Varna 
character 

13 Moose’s 
cousin 

19 Scarietfa 


08111/1! 


21 Steep 

25 MgRs: abhr. 

26 Sea eagle 

27 Packages 

28 Town near 
Madrid 

29 Thmhas 

30 High ffiare 

32 Sam 

33 Far from 
svafta . 

34 Wanderer 

35 Pips 
37 Succor 

40 Contentious 
one 

'41 Itatafifl 
43 Buzzer 


nnnra nnnn nnnn 
□□ran nnnnra nnnn 
nnnn ranranni nnnra 
nnrannnnnnnrannran 
non nnnn 
nnn nnnnra ranrari 
nnn nnn nrannn 
ranririririrarniiTirarnri 
□nnnn nnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnra nnn 
nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnra nnnn 
nnnn nnnnra nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


44 

Miserable*” 

48 Pastoral: war. 
47 Lower In value 

49 Governed 

60 Geneels name 
51 Rounded part 
62 Cabn period 


Nflim 

53 Lend a 

crooked hand 
66 Hodgepodge 

57 DuR pun 

58 Boast 

58 Sharp 

61 Notable period 1 

62 Craving 




THROW MOMMA 
FROM THE TRAIN 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1969 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Ear¬ 
ly io the morning you are apt to be 
able to put whatever ideas you 
have into practical execution but 
Ac remainder of the day and even¬ 
ing find most persons overly sensi¬ 
tive. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Discussion of your ftmviy i affaire 
should be talked out with those in 
position of authority. Assisting 
~xamflywimibeir4hities makes con- 
dftfons fighter. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Welcome the practical advice from 
a stranger who has bad consider¬ 
able experience regarding family 
matters. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t make bard demands on the 
time of your attachment at dris 
time. Discuss money affairs now 
with members of your household. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take time out to Show 
special appreciation for your mate. 
This is a good day for visiting as 
many friends and relatives as 
possible. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Many 
tasks but also many pleasures wifi 
occupy your tune at home today. 
Dashing about with your attach¬ 
ment mil please both of yon bow. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Invite persons in to your home 
who do not have other places to 
go. Give something very practical 
to your attachment today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Tins is a day wheo you need to 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1989 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Emotionalism and disturbed feel¬ 
ing are apt to be the order of the 
day but you can be prepared by 
knowing the aspects and avoid 
confrontations with others. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now need the assistance of a 
practical minded businessman with 
your finances. Get some fresh 
ideas to put in effect for yoar home 
and your family. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Some changes in friendships are 
brewing, but be patient and they 
wfll naturally occur. A trip at this 
time with your attachment is desir¬ 
able. 

GEMINb (May 21 to June 21) 
Taking friends out on the town and 
w U ff t ai ning them requires more 
economy on your part. Avoid a 
tendency to be quite moody with 
your loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A briffiant b usinessm an 
wfil give you good, practical 
advice. Too m o d i to do at home 
can bring on arguments, so use 
poise and avoid torsions. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Going 

to many places of entertainment 
today win be productive of good 
results. Get your a ttachme nt to go 
• as many places as possible. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Do those things «*w* 
show your loved one yon are a 
stable person. Invite those people 
you hive recently met, to meet 
your family. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Let your family be more aware 


you want them to be your good 
friends, too. A bigwig who is very 
important will come into your 
home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) AD sons of interesting 
conditions should occur at your 
home today. A good time to get 
new ideas whereby you can make 
more money. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Some private activi¬ 
ties at your borne can now work 
itself harmoniously. Don’t forego 
vocational responsibilities because 
you want to have a good time. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Stay at home as much 
as you can and thus avoid outside 
tensions. Yon need to forget your 
owndesiresin doing for your loved 
one. • - 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) An understanding ac¬ 
quaintance will give you the assist- 
_ ance you require in practical mat¬ 
ters. Quiet is best for romantic 
happiness for yon and mate. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Invite only friends that you can 
depend open in your home today. 
A little more directness towards 
your attachment would be wise. 
Today's child: If your child were 
bom today be or she will be one of' 
those aware and hip individuals 
who wfll fit right into the c urren t 
swiui of tilings and know just what 
is the right thing to say at exactly 
the right moment without seeming 
to be insincere. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


NOW AT RUMORS 

Blues band and happy hour from 9 p.m. till 10.30 p.m. 
Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 

Couples only. 

Tel: 822425 - Abdoun. 


WANTED 


A Filipino full time domestic worker with baby¬ 
sitting experience. 

Please call 660230 


FURNISHED VILLAS FOR RENT 

In Amman and Irbid 

1. Deluxe villa of 600-square metres area with large garden. 
located at Al Hummar district and consisting of 2 floors of 5 
bedrooms, spacious halls, suitable for a diplomatic mission. 

2. Furnished semi villa consisting of 3 bedrooms, located in 
Abdoun. 

3. Furnished semi villa consisting of 4 bedrooms in Irbid. 

For more information call tel: 643977 


Cinema 

Tel: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


3c30.6r00.8i30.10:30 



-Olympic hero’s medals auctioned 


be very dever and resourceful in 
your financial dealings. Do what¬ 
ever pleases your loved one in an 
unselfish manner. 

SCORPIO. (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Much activity of a financial 
or business nature win start to rat* 
place and you will benefit by some 
long conversations with members 
of your family. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do for your family 
-now only the tirings_that_yoa know 
that they really like. See only those" 
friends with your attachment who 
are not contentious. ■ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consult with as many 
expats as possible about further 
business success. Concentrate on 
wbat pleases your loved one today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Take your family to some 
new pleasures in the outside world 
of adventure. Quiet happiness with 
your loved one can now be in 
effect. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You fold that well organised 
friends can be very helpful to you 
now, so, consult them. Your home 
will be more cheerful by inviting in 

some friends. 

Today’s if your child were 
born today he or she will be one of 
those dynamic doers who can view 
' fflfffHai things , from its greatest 
scope, and while this may not be 
visible early in life, later, amaz i ng 
results can occur from tins talent 
that wfll make all connected with 
them proud. 


LONDON (AP) — Harold Abra¬ 
hams pul values above victory, 
morals above medals and made 
minions of people cry with joy 
and sadness in his story of an 
Olympic hero’s triumph over reli¬ 
gious intolerance. 

Bnt in 90 seconds, the prizes 
from Abrahams’ athletic career 
were snapped up in an auction 
Tuesday. 

Medals, cups and documents 
belonging to the runner immor¬ 
talised in the Oscar-winning film 
“Chariots of Fire" were sold to 
-one of the ~world*s leading' 
businessmen. 

Mobamed Al Fayed, the Egyp¬ 
tian-born owner of a London- 
based empire that includes Har¬ 
row's department store and the 
Ritz Hotel in Paris, paid £25,300 
(S3 9.720) for some 30 mementos 
that Abrahams treasured for a 
lifetime bnt which, his family 
said, could do longer gather dust 
in a desk drawer. 

Al Fayed said he bought the 
collection out of genuine respect 
for one of sport’s great legends. 

“I was inspired by a man who 
put principle before winning,” Al 
Fayed said. “I was inspired by a 
man who was the victim of severe 
... prejudice and yet by the 
strength of his own morality 
triumphed and won a gold medal 
for his country.” 


The gold medal won by Abra¬ 
hams in the 100 metres at the 
1924 Paris Olympics- was not 
among the mementoes sold. It 
was stolen from Iris home some 50 
years after his victory, and never 
recovered. 

”1 think it (the gold medal) was 
the only (me he was ever really 
attached to,” said Abrahams' 
adopted daughter, Sue Pottle, 
who attended the auction at 
Christies. “I don’t think today’s 
sale of the other items would 
have worried him- He sold some 
-of-his silver cups for scrap years 


In an interview with the Times 
of London,, however, a dose 
friend of Abrahams said die run¬ 
ner would never have wanted to 
part with his prizes. 

’’Harold was passionate about 
his running and his meant 
a lot to him,” said Sr Arthur 
Gold, chairman of the British 
-Olympic . Association. “After 
knowing the man I would think it 
highly unlikely he would have 
contemplated the sale.” 

Son of a Jewish immigrant, 
Abrahams was-the first European 
and the only Englishman to win 
the Olympic 100 and was known 
at the time as "the fastest man on 
earth.” 

He died in 1973 at age 77, but 
his struggle against religious pre¬ 


judice to win Olympic gold was 
portrayed by Ben Cross in the 
1981 movie. 

Al Fayed was one of the main 
financial backers of the film, pro¬ 
viding $4 million. His son, Dodi 
Fayed, was the executive pro¬ 
ducer. 

Al Fayed said be bought the 
items to keep them in Britain and 
that they would be placed on 
display at Harrods’ sports sec¬ 
tion, known as “Olympic way.” 
"Mr. Al Fayed considered it his 
patriotic duty to buy the items,” 
Harrods spokesman Michael 
Cole said. ’Tie has lived here for 
almost 30 years, his children are 
British and he feels great loyalty 
and devotion to this country. He 
values the story of Harold Abra¬ 
hams as well as Eric Liddell." 

Liddell, a devout Christian also 
featured in “Chariots of Fire,” 
withdrew from the 100-metre 
Olympic heats in Paris rather 
than run on a Sunday. He switch¬ 
ed to the 400 and won that event. 

Among the items purchased by 
Al Fayed were Abrahams’ Com¬ 
mander of the British Empire 
award bestowed by Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth H in 1957, and a menu for 
a dinner held in honour of Bri¬ 
tain's Olympians at the house of 
commons in 1924, covered with 
signatures of athletes including 
Abrahams and Liddell. 

Abrahams was a prominent 


sports journalist and chairman 
-and treasurer of Britain’s 
Amateur Athletics Association, 
which bad hoped to buy the 
collection to start a ball of fame. 

But the organisation had to 
drop out when the bidding, winch 
started at £5,200 ($8,320), ex¬ 
ceeded £12,000 ($19,200). 

Pottle said her adopted 
brother, Alan, came up with the 
idea to sell. 

“I was against the sale initial¬ 
ly,” she said. “But then I realised 
it could all be stolen if we just left 
it. It seemed a pity to just leave 
them there.' 

“I would have liked the collec¬ 
tion to have gone into British 
athletics to keep it in the sport. 
But we wanted it to go to some¬ 
one who would treasure it” 

She said she was “amazed" 
that the collection of her father’s 
possessions fetched almost three * 
times the estimated lot price. “I 
never tiwaging-H they would reach 
such amounts,” she said. 
“Obviously, iChariots of Fere’ 
had a lot to do with it.” 

She said the proceeds from the 
sale would be shared with her 
brother. 

Only one of Abrahams’ prizes 
is being kept in the family, a small 
cup he won when he was 10. 

“That one’s very sentimental 
for me,” his daughter said. 


Aguilera stuns top seed Mancini 


By Sergio Leitao 
Reuter 

ITAPARICA, Brazil — Spain’s 
Juan Aguilera scored a stunning 
7-5, 2-6, 7-5 victory over top- 
seeded Alberto Mancini of 
Argentina in the first round of the 
$305,000 Itaparica Open te nnis 
tournament Tuesday. 

Maarini was ot the only seed to 
fall in the intense heat of the 
Brazilian tropics. American Jim 
Courier, number eight, and Tho¬ 
mas Muster of Austria, six, were 
also e liminate d. 

Venezuelan Nicolas Pereira 
beat Courier 6-2, 6-4 and Brazi¬ 
lian Cassio Motta defeated Mus¬ 
ter 7-6, 6-2 after taking the tieb- 
reak 10-8. 

Second-seeded' Jay Berger of 
the United States had no trouble 
beating Brazilian Danilo MarceK- 
no 6-1, 6-1 in less than an hour, 
while Penman Jaime Yzaga, the 


defending chamnpion, also 
cruised through with a 6-3, 7-6 

victory over Jean Fleurian of 
France. 

“I was convinced that I could 
offer Mancini a tough time. He is 
better on clay and I knew that in 
this heat any thin g can happen 
Aguilera said. 

Ranked seventh in the world in 
1984, Aguilera said he had consi¬ 
dered quitting the game a few 
years ago when it was discovered 


that his father had cance r 

“Those were tough days. Be¬ 
sides, as number seven, the press¬ 
ure on me was very strong. Now 
my head is under control and 
once I improve my physical shape 
I think I’ll be able to play my best 
tennis again.” 

Manqini, who jumped to his 
current number nine ranking 
from 60th at the beginning of the 
year, Mamed his defeat on his 
lack of determination in the first 
set. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 1 , 

Overlooking Wadi Saqra (between 

. 4 & 5 Circles). 

3 bedrooms, dining room, 2 living rooms, kitchen, 2 
verandas. 2 baths, video/T.V., telephone and many extras. 

Call owner 674286 


“Here in Itaparica it’s veiy 
important to win the first set. It’s 
too hot, so if you win you feel 
better mentally,” be said. 

Muster looked as if we was 
suffering from dehydration after 
his match. An official said the 
Austrian was recovering well. 


| MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


English/American or Jordanian lady with degree in English from 
U.SAJ.K. University required full time. 

Experienced in secretarial and public relations work. 

Please apply to: P.O. Box 5476, Amman 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE 

Lancia Prisma, model 1988, 8,500 km, dark gray metalic, 
b speeds, computerised, radio cassettes. 

centre-lock doors 

U.S.$ 6,000,00 


Pis call phone 642-299 


1- In a quiet location between 3rd & 4th Circles, Jabal Amman. A luxury 
2nd floor flat consists of 3 bedrooms, spacious salon & dining room, 
sitting and TV room, big kitchen with panoramic views, glassed-in 
veranda. 2 bathrooms, fitted carpets throughout, centrally heated 
with separate telephone. 

2- A ground floor small studio. 

For more information pis. call. TeL 642643 


SMALL VILLA FOR RENT 
(Furnished or Unfurnished) 

2 bedrooms, dining room, spacious reception area, modem 
kitchen, sen/ant quarter, garage and large garden. 

Nicely located in Al Ferdous Model Town — Dabouk. 

Tel. 665999 


WANTED 

The China Palace Restaurant is hi need of: 

1- Head dining-room waiter {2)1 2- Waiters {3)1 3- Hostesses (3)/ 
4- Chinese kitchen chef. 

English is a must 

Applicants please call personally at the restaurant’s 
management In Shmeisani, opposite Commodore 
Hotel, Zahrat Al Shmefsanf Building - 5th floor. 



LOW PRICES 


1 i 

Special Christmas offer 

H I 


20%-30% discount 


on all iterps 

22 | 

1 Sale 

at the Bedouin Bazaar 

Sa| e | 

We sel 

1 and buy antiques, coocer, brass si'ver j« 

Svveliery, fl 

pet-erv. 

nand mace ocerta; ruqs anc carpets, arc all 

kinds of 1 

p its and souvenvs. Open aa.!y from 9 00 a.m.-9:00 

D.rr R 

NOTICE: buy two carpets and get one FREE. 
Location: between 7th and 8th Circles, next 

to the II 


American School! Tel,: 824485 



Winter and sport clothes 
for an the family 

LACOSTE, benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Training Suits: JD 10.000 - 12.000 - 14.000 - 
15.000 - 17.000 

Pullovers: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 - 8.000 - 9.000 

Shirts: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 

T-Shirts: JD 4.000 - 5.000 - 6.000 

in addition to a wide variety of sport clothes and 

jeans. 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
street, 

Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 


NUOUIM 


Tel: 675571 1 fCinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
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American 
rebels inS 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — Crack 
A m e ric an co mm a ndos , who held 
oat against a leftist guerrilla 
assault on the homesfof El Salva¬ 
dor’s wealthy, were holed up in a 
luxury San Salvador hotel 
Wednesday. 

“They cannot get out (now) 
because we don’t know if some 
guerrilla forces remain in die 
hotel. We will try to take them 
. oat tomorrow (Wednesday),” 
"'Salvadorean Army Colonel Car¬ 
los Armando Aviles told a U.S. 
Television network Tuesday 

night- 

• 

1 Pentagon sources quoted by 
U.S. television said 12 U.S. army 
Green Beret commandos were 
holed op on two floors of the 
Sheraton Hotel. 

: El Salvador’s ambassador to 
the United States said there were 
eight servicemen and rebel Radio 
Venceremos, in a broadcast mon¬ 
itored in Managua, Nicaragua, 
said six armed Americans had 
refused to leave the hotel. 

The United States has 55 milit¬ 
ary advisers in the country and 
provides more than $1 milli on in 
aid per day to- the right-wing 
government of President Alfredo 
Cristiani. 

The Farabundo Marti Libera- 


commandos hold off 
in Salvador hotel 


tkm Front gueriillas said early. 
Wednesday in Mexico City that 
the Americans in the hotel were a 
threat to diplomatic efforts to end 
fighting in the capital. 

The refusal to leave “is a 
dangerous decision, because this 
is a zone of combat at this mo¬ 
ment. It puts at risk die diploma¬ 
tic efforts made to guarantee 
their security,” they said in a 
communique. 

President George Bush left 
open the possibility of using milit¬ 
ary force to free Americans trap¬ 
ped or held captive in the hotel. 

“But we cannot speculate on 
steps the U.S. or die Salvadorean 
government may be undertaking 
or* considering at this time,” 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said. 

More than 87 people indudmg 
the secretary general of die Orga¬ 
nisation of American States, 
Javier Baena Soares, were trap¬ 
ped when the guerrillas stormed 
the hotel in the well-to-do Esca- 
lon neighbourhood before dawn 
Tuesday. 

The guerrillas held parts of the 
hotel for most of the day in what 
the government said was a bid to 
kidnap Baena Soares, who was 
in the country on a peace mission. 


But Baena Soares, who left the 
country early Tuesday evening, 
told Renters he did not believe 
this. i 

A group of 70 people was 
released from the hotel early 
Tuesday afternoon then another 
17 people were evacuated after 
ni ghtfall when the government 
said it was in foil control of die 
hotel. 

The atfa r fr on Escakm, where 
many of die government’s sup¬ 
porters live, was the boldest yet 
m a rebel drive to overthrow the 
government that has killed at 
toast 1,300 people in fighting 
mainly confined to working-class 
suburbs and outlying cities. 

Rebel spokesman Salvador 
Sanabria said it was designed to 
bring the war to an area where 
the gove r nm ent would be reluc¬ 
tant to as savagely as it had 

in working class areas last week. 

At least 70,000 people have 
died in the 10-year-long dvfl war, 
most of them dvffians. 

The Los Angeles Times re¬ 
ported Wednesday that members 
of the army’s elite Delta Force 
commando team were cfep a t c hed 
to El Salvador Tuesday. 

The unit was sent to advise the 
Salvadorean military on possible 
tactics in seizing die hotel rather: 


4 killed in S. African unrest 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Four 
black men were stabbed and 
hacked to death in unrest in 
South Africa’s troubled Natal 
province, police said Wednesday. 
; Police opened fire with shot¬ 
guns, pistols and teaigas in three 
other incidents around the coun¬ 
try to disperse blacks attacking 
private property or security 
forces, police said in a report on 
barest in die previous 24 hours. 

At the Magoda black township 
in Natal four men were laQed in 
fighting that began when a group 
of men attacked a house with 
stones and petrol bombs and 
abducted two women. 

About 2,000 people have died 
in almost two years of daily 
clashes between rival black orga¬ 
nisations around the Natal pro¬ 


vincial capita] of Pietermaritz¬ 
burg and the Indian Ocean port 
of Durban. 

At Edendale, near Pietermar- 
tizburg, one of a number of Sooth 
African Breweries workers fired 
a shot at a group of people who 
tried to stop them going to work. 
There were no injuries. 

At least six people have been 
killed incidents related to a pay 
strike at South African Breweries 
which began nearly six weeks 
ago. 

South African police have sus¬ 
pended restrictions on leading 
anti-apaiheid activist Mohammad 
Valli so be can attend a confer¬ 
ence on the country’s future in 
Paris next week, Vaffi’s lawyer 
said Tuesday. 

Lawyer Krish Naidoo said Val- 


China uncovers corruption cases 


PEKING (AP) — China has unc¬ 
overed lOO.OCK) cases of bribery 
and c orrupti on this year, triple 
the rate of last year, the nation’s 
top prosecutor said. 

The official China Daily 
Wednesday quoted Lin Fuzhi, 
bead of the supreme prosecutor’s 
office as saying the nation had 
achieved an initial victory in its 
campaign to root out corruption. 

Lm said the 100,000 cases of 
graft, bribery, embezzlement and 
other forms of corrutpion com¬ 
pared to 35,000 for the same 
period in 1988. 

He said arrest warrants for 
405,000 people charged with eco¬ 
nomic-related crimes were issued 
through September, up 40 per 
cent from the first nine months of 
last year. 

Opposition to the official cor¬ 
ruption that pervades Chinese 
sodety was a main rallying cry 
during the mass pro-demcwracy 


demonstrations in the s pring . 

The government, after railing 
in the military to crush the stu¬ 
dent-led demonstrations in Pek¬ 
ing launche d a nationwide cam-, 
paign against corrupt officials of' 
the Communist Party and the 
government. 

Meanwhile Communist Party 
chief Jiang Zemin Has said China 
most strengthen its eronomy and 
incorporate democratic princmles 
within the party while guarding 
against "hostile forces” trying to 
subvert socialism. 

Jiang outlined goals of the 
Communist leadership in a Nov. 
9 address before the parly’s Cen¬ 
tral Committee. The text of the 
speech was released Tuesday by- 
foe official Xinhua News Agency. 
No reason was given for the 
delay. 

In the wide-ranging speech, 
Jiang called for cooperation to 
strengthen the economy and criti- 



7 die as typhoon hits Philippines 

MANILA (AP)—At least seven people died and hundreds more 
, were left homeless as Typhoon Hunt swept across the main island 
of Luzon, officials said Wednesday. Hunt weakened into a 
tropical storm and entered the South China Sea off Pangasinan 
province after sweeping across the nigged mountains of central 
Luzon, the Manila Weather Bnrean reported at 2 p.m. (0600 
GMT). Supervising meteorologist Marinette Lomarda said Hunt, 
which came ashore early Wednesday with peak winds of 160 
kilometres an hour, had weakened to 85 kilometres an hour. It 
was moving west-northwest at 19 kilometres an hour. Hunt had 
affected wide areas of the country, threatening foe southern tip of 
Luzon over foe weekend before swerving north west and hitting 
the central provinces of Luzon. Reports from disaster relief 
agencies said at least seven people had died since Sunday. 

U.K. seeking ‘calm’ talks on Hong Kong 

LONDON (AP)—The Foreign Office has called for a "calm and 
constructive” exchange with Oiina on Hong Kong after recent 
statements from Pekmg indicated Chinese irritation with British 
attitudes about foe colony. British officials said the first rhanry to 
try to repair the situation will be at a meeting in Hong Kong n<«t 
month of foe joint liaison group of British Chinese officials which 
monitors arrangements for the return of the colony to nrfna m 
1997. China use alleged that Britain > connived f in attempts 
orga nis e d in Hong Kong to undermine the Qwimw. government’s 

Ilcfflg^Koag residents. The Foreign (Office said its Statement 
responded to an eefitorial in the Chinese People’s Daily ciiticisiiig 
Britain's decision to “internationalise” the colony after falbi 
about Hong Kong’s future at the Commonwealth con fe rence in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, last month. 

West German autobahn closed 

COLOGNE, West Germany (R) — Police dosed a newly opened 
lane on one of West Germany’s busiest motorway bridges after 
the discovery of fl World War II bombs. “The bombs posed no 
danger to traffic, but we couJd not let them lie there under the 
autobahn,” said Uwe_Steinknieger, spokesman for foe Environ¬ 
ment Department in Cologne. He said the bombs weighing up to 
1,000 kilogrammes failed to exkxfe when dropped by British or 
American aircraft. They were relaid by German troops to 
de ton at e the bridge and slow the allied advance in 1945—but for 
foe second time to go off. 


than participating in any actual 
assault, tire Times quoted an 
arimi n igf ratm source as saying.. 

An adminwti ra tion official who 
asked not to be identified de¬ 
clined to c onfir m or deny the 
report, saying: “We’re just not 
going to discuss what steps we or 
the Salvadorean government are 


li, acting g eneral secretary of-the 
heavily restricted United Demo¬ 
cratic Front (UDF), could leave 
Johannesburg between Nov. 24 
and Dec. 3. 

Top Sooth African business fi¬ 
gures and exiled leaders of the 
outlawed African National Con¬ 
gress guerrilla organisation are to 
meet in Paris to discuss how best 
to negotiate the country’s fixture. 

The action is the latest concilia¬ 
tory gesture by President F.W. de 
Klerk, who has released several 
political detainees, allowed li¬ 
mited political protest and sug¬ 
gested talks with- black leaders on 
ways to reform apartheid. 

Naidoo said that the restric¬ 
tions wil be reinqxosed at 10 p.m. 
on Dec. 3.. ■* 


Meanwhile .Salvadorean guer¬ 
rillas said they shot down an army 
helicopter Tuesday near the Sher¬ 
aton Hotel. 

The Farabundo Marti National 
liberation Front (FMLN) said it 
bundled attacks early Tuesday in 
the Escalon and San Benito areas 
of foe capital. 

“We brought down a Hughes 
500 helicopter at 8:20 a.m. in the 
sector of foe Hotel Sheraton,” it 
said in a statement on rebel 
Radio Farabundo Marti moni¬ 
tored in Managua. 

It said guerrillas were fighting 
troops, paratroo p ers and police 
near foe hotel and army aircraft 
and helicopters were bombarding 
foe suburb. 

“It is important to emphasise 
that the enemy is taking troops 
from the interior of the country 
for its last line of fire in San 
Salvador,” it said. 

Bush 
approves 
defence bill 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bush has approved a 
deforce MD that cuts research 
sp ending for the first time on the 
“Stars Wars” space-based missile 
progra mme. 

signed a $286 billion de¬ 
fence a pp rop ri ation bill that cuts 


dsed co r r up t i on and lax disa- 
ptine within the party. 

Jiang, 62, mentioned democra¬ 
cy, though not in fo context of 
political reforms. Party members 
and leaders, he said, “must adhere, 
to the principle of democracy, 
develop a democratic style* of 
work, give heed to opinions from 
aD walks of life, inducting diffe¬ 
rent and even Hrs«»nring opin¬ 
ions, and synthesise these opin¬ 
ions after repeated study and 
comparison.” 

Jiang also declared that the 
struggle between Socialist coun¬ 
tries and hostile opponents win 
continue. 

“The straggle between interna¬ 
tional hostile forces and Socialist 
countries will exist for a tong time 
on the levels of infiltration and 
counterinfiltration, subversion 
and countersubversion, and 
“peaceful evolution” and foe 
effort to counter it,” he said. 


12 Chinese 
defectors 
arrive in 
S. Korea 

SEOUL (R) — Twelve Chinese 
arrived by boat on a South Ko¬ 
rean island and a local resident 
who met them said Wednesday 
they wanted to defect to Taiwan. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
in Seoul said the 12 arrived Tues¬ 
day cm Cbein Island, so u t hw est 
erf foe Korean peninsula, and 
were being interrogated. He 
gave no further details. 

State radio said the group was 
'seeking asylum in ^Chinese 
nationalist-ruled Taiwan. This 
was confirmed by foe owner of a 
. Chinese restaurant on the island 
who said they claimed to be 
fleeing political persecution cm 
the mainland. 

The man, an overseas Chinese 
whose restaurant is in Taejong, 
on Cheju’s south western tip, said 
by telephone the group claimed 
to be wanted by Chinese author¬ 
ities for involvement in nation¬ 
wide political protests last 
spring. 

He said the 11 men and one 
woman, ranging in age from ab¬ 
out 20 to 40, in cl uded students 
and workers. 

They told him they left a port 
near Shanghai cm Nov. 15 in a 
hired fishing boat and sailed 
northeast to Che jo, arriving there 
early Tuesday; 

After hiding all day in a pine* 
wood, tiie group made for nearby 
Tacjong under cover of darkness, 
arriving at the restaurant around 
10 p.m. to seek help, lm said. 






__ 

A Salvadorean guerrilla keeps watch as cMMns.flee one of foe rebel-held neighbourhoods San 
Salvador. 

Violence mars Indian elections 


Initiative (SDI) — commonly 
known as “Star Wars” — after 
consecutive increases each year 
since it was proposed in 1983 by 
former President Ronald 
Reagan. 

Funding for the programme, 
which has received a lower prior¬ 
ity since Bush took office in 
January, was cut from $4.1 mil¬ 
lion in the last fiscal year to $3.8 
million. 

Bush also approved a measure 
Tuesday that provides $1.2 trillion 
in compensation to Japanese- 
Americans who 'wereiput in in¬ 
ternment camps shdgly after the 
United States entered World War 
BL The money would be paid 
over a three-year period starting 
with the next fiscal year. 

Bush, passing judgment on a 
series of bills approved at the last 
minute by congressmen before 
they go on holiday until the end 
of January, signed into law a 
measure that bans smoking on 
most U.S. domestic flights. The 
smoking ban, which was included 
in an appropriations bill for the 
Department of Transportation, 
goes into effect 95 days after the 
signing. 

Under current law, cigarette 
smoking is banned on any domes¬ 
tic flight of two hours or less. The 
prohibition was due to expire in 
April. 

The only exception to the new 
law would be flights lasting more 
than six boms — a length of time 
that would apply only to a hand¬ 
ful of trips between the U.S. 
mainland and Alaska and 
Hawaii. 

Bosh also signed a bill he had 
previously vetoed after Congress 
dropped a controversial provision 
that would have provided federal 
government funds for poor 
women who sought an abortion 
because of rape or incest. 

“Adoption of such a provision 
would have deprived innocent, 
unborn child ren of the most basic 
civil right —‘ the right to life,” 
Bush said in signing a bill provid¬ 
ing funding for the Departments 
of Labour, Health aim Human 
Services and Education. 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Amid sporadic killin gs and Haims 
of ballot-rigging, foe world’s big¬ 
gest electorate began voting 
Wednesday in general elections 
which threaten defeat for India’s 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

At least eight people were kil¬ 
led and dozens injured across the 
country as the first of India’s 
half-billion voters tamed out in 
large numbers to cast their bal¬ 
lots. 

The death toll in two days of 
poll-related violence now stands 
at about 20. 

In Gandhi’s own constituency 
of Amethi in the nortem state of 
Uttar Pradesh, the opposition 
said they had caught police stuf¬ 
fing ballot boxes and accused 
them of roughing up Janata Dal 
candidate Rajmohan Gandhi. 

‘Today Rajiv Gandhi drove 
foe final nail in the coffin of his 
reputation,” said Rajmohan 
Gandhi, who is not related to the 
prime minister but is the grand¬ 
son of Mahatma Gandhi, foe 
revered figure who led India to 
independence from Britain in 
1947. 

Tn broad daylight before foe 
eyes and ears of Indian and fore¬ 
ign press persons and indepen¬ 
dent obseiveis, guns, sticks and 
threat to kill... were used to 
capture booths and stuff ballot 
boxes,” he said in a statement to 
reporters. 

Sanjay Singh, a controversial 


Janata Dal member accused in a 
murder conspiracy, was shot and 
slightly wounded in Amethi and a 
party worker was badly wounded, 
party officials said. 

Janata Dal, the dominant party 
in the National Front opposition 
affiance, immediately complained 
to the election commission about 
alleged vote-rigging and said it 
would boycott the^Amethi pofl. 

Vrolence and intimidation of 
voters are not new to elections in, 
India. In foe last elections in 
1984, at least 35 people were 
lriiWI as Rajiv Gandhi sailed to a 
landslide victory following the 
assassination of his mother Indira 
Gandhi _ 

More than 100,000 paramilit¬ 
ary police have been deployed to 
back up local police guarding 
600,000 poffing stations in the 
current poll. The army is on alert. 

The prime minister appeared 
confident when he voted near his 
plush Delhi home, despite polls 
showing his Congress Party is 
likel y to win far fewer than the 
273 seats it needs for an absolute 
majority. 

“We arc going to win,” he told 
r epor ter s after he voted in a 
poffing booth set up exclusively 
tor his family’s use. 

. Congress spokesman Anand 
Sbartna predicted the party that 
has ruled India for all but two 
years since independence would 
be returned with up to 360 seats. 

Voter turnout was reported 


■ high in Delhi, more than 70 per 
cent at some poffing stations. 

In the dusty villages west of the 
capital, voters appeared solidly 
behind Janata Dal led by Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh — the most 
likely opposition candidate for 
prime minister—and it was hard 
to find anybody who admitted 
{voting for Congress. 

Sumunder Singh, at 19 one of 
India’s newly enfranchise d 18 to 
20-year-olds, said he was typical 
of those voting for the first time. 

“I voted for Janata Dal be¬ 
cause it is a good party. I voted 
against corruption,” be said, a 
reference to un p ro ve n -charges 
that g ov ern ment officials took 
kickbacks in a defence deal. 

In one village women wearing 
their best dcrtbes giggled as poll¬ 
ing officers explained how .to 
make their choice from a news¬ 
paper-sized ballot paper contain¬ 
ing 50 names. 

' Each paper had to be folded six 
times to fit through the slot of the 
ballot boxes. 

■ Phul Singh, at 110 possibly 
India’s oldest voter, was carried 
by his great-grandson to a polling 
station in Pakasma village in 
Haryana state next to Delhi. 

Nearly half of India’s 498 mil¬ 
lion voters were not eligible to 
vote Wednesday. Votes for the. 
rest of foe 524 seats being con¬ 
tested will be cast Friday and 
Sunday. 


Ceausescu seeks return of territories 
Moscow gained after pact with Hitler 


BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— President Nicolae Ceausescu, 
already at odds with the Kremlin 
over reforms, has suggested that 
the Soviet Union relinquish: con¬ 
trol of foe territories it earned as a 
result of a 1939 pact with Nazi 
Germany. 

Addressing the 14th Commun¬ 
ist Party congress, the East Bloc’s 
fiercest bard-liner condemned the 
pact under which Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union annexed 
parts of Eastern Europe. 

“First of all, a dear, une¬ 
quivocal stand of condemnation 
and cancellation must be taken of 
all the accords conducted with 
Hitler's Germany,” said Ceanses- 
cu, according to excerpts of Mon¬ 
day’s speech, published Tuesday. 

While: be did not refer to the 
pact by name, he dearly alluded 
to it, calling for action “to elimin¬ 
ate all the consequences of those 
accords and dictates," he did not 
elaborate. 


The pact has also been conde¬ 
mned by popular political move¬ 
ments in the Soviet Baltic states 
of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, 
which sprang up in die > donate of 
openness encouraged by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Those states were ceded to the 
Soviets, in addition to Bessarabia 
—the present Soviet Moldavia— 
which was formerly controlled by 
Romania. 

Underscoring his reputation as 
a maverick, Ceausescu also re¬ 
jected political and economic 
liberalisation sweeping several 
Warsaw Pact nations. He said the' 
government and party would play 
an even stronger role in society. 

His disdain for reforms was a 
theme that ran throughout the 
prepared text of his sp e ech, fo 
commenting on the 1989 pact, he 
departed from foe text in a 
speech lasting more than five 
hours. I 

Before the congress entered a 


closed session Tuesday, delegates 
extolled Ceausescu and offered 
lavish praise for has rejection of 
democratic reforms sweeping the 
region. 

Politburo member and labour 
leader Min Dobrescn said 
Ceausescu’s speech was “an ex¬ 
emplary model of creative tack¬ 
ling of present-day realities, a 
genuine thesauroc^of social and 
political t hinkin g-. 

Ceausescu’s comments on foe 
Hitier-Stalin Pact follow the first 
reports in foe state-nuf media 
describing unrest in Soviet Mol¬ 
davia, which has an ethnic Roma¬ 
nian population of about 60 per 
cent. 

On Nov. 14, tiie Communist 
Party daily Sdnteia published a 
dispatch by the Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) describing a 
crackdown on ethnic R omanian 
protesters in the Moldavian city 
of Kishinve several days earlier. 


Poland to seek new 


ith Soviets 


WARSAW (R) — Prime Minis¬ 
ter Tadeusz Mazowiecki, whose 
government is dismantling Com¬ 
munism in Ppland, flies, to Mos¬ 
cow Hrarsday to work out a new 
relationship with the Soviet 
Union. 

Poland became last September 
the first East Bloc country to 
emerge from post-war Commun¬ 
ist rule and subjection to Soviet 
interests. Mazowiecki has said its 
ties with Moscow should now be 
governed by “equality and re¬ 
spect for sovereignty.” 

A devout Catholic and veteran 
Solidarity activist, he refused to 
follow every other post-war pre¬ 
decessor by paying homage at the 
Kre mlin straight after taking 
power in September. 

Instead, Mazowiecki has 
underlined Poland’s opening to 
the West by visiting Pope John 
Paul in the Vatican and welcom¬ 
ing West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to Poland before 
visiting Moscow. 


Despite the accent on inde¬ 
pendence, the government stres¬ 
ses the political and economic 
importance of the Soviet affiance 
to Poland and that Mazowiecki is 
.& political realist and no enemy of 
the Soviet Union. 

“He goes to Moscow as Po¬ 
land’s first post-war prime minis¬ 
ter from outside the circle of the 
Communist power elite. But this 
does not mean that he is an 
anti-Russ an or anti-Soviet politi¬ 
cian,” the government newspaper 
Rzeczpospolita said Tuesday. 

“On the contrary, like all se¬ 
rious people in Solidarity and 
outride it, he knows that tiie 
quick progress of democratic 
change in Poland is only possible 
thanks to the support of (Soviet 
President Mikhail) Gorbachev 
and his entourage.” 

Rzeczpospolita . said Mazo- 
wiedri's talks would not be easy 
but Moscow appeared to want a 
pragmatic relatio nship and Had 
taken a major step by recognising 


Poland’s right to change its eco¬ 
nomic and political systems and 
establish ties with the West. 

Mazowiecki, in retain, has 
.firmly stated since taking power 
'that Poland will remain in the 
Warsaw Pact military alliance. 

A topic of vital importance to 
Poland that he is expected to 
discuss with Gorbachev and 
Soviet Prime Munster Nikolai 
Ryzhkov is the prospect for Ger¬ 
man reunification foflowing the 
upheaval in East Germany. 

Poland, carved up in the past 
by Germany and Russia, is con¬ 
cerned that a re-united Germany 
should formally accept its West¬ 
ern and northern frontiers which 
incorporate large pre-war Ger¬ 
man territories. But it failed to' 
win a formal guarantee of their 
per m a n e nc e from Kohl when he 
visited Poland this month. 

Moscow .and Warsaw have 
both said there can be no changes 
in European frontiers. 

Mazowiecki is also expected to 


concentrate on setting economic 
ties between the two countries on 
a sound basis as well as clearing 
up mucky episodes in their past 
mat feed Polish suspicion of foe 
Soviet Union. 


Polish media say economic re¬ 
lations are strained, with both 
sides failing to fulfil commitments 
to tiie other. 

“We fail to supply shuts and 
coal to the Soviet Umon while the 

Soviet Union bars exports of elec¬ 
tric energy and some raw mate¬ 
rials," Rzeczpospolita said. 

According to the Polish News 
Agency (PAP), one-third of Po¬ 
land’s trade turnover is with the 
Soviet Union while Polish exports 
amount to 10 per cent of Soviet 

imports* The Soviet raw materials 

are vital to Polish industry. 

PAP said the trade was misatis*- 
factory and should be rational¬ 
ised. 



Polish blonde 
becomes Miss World 


; 


HONG KONG (R) — Ancta ; 
Kregticka, 24, of Potand was;- , 
crowned tire new Miss World 
Wednesday in Hong Kpr g-Ffo t 
nmner-up was Lca nn e Caputo, ■ 
23, of Canada and second runner- 
up was Miss Colombia, 2Pffeafri--1j 
old Monica Mejia,. Kres^ia,. *:^ 
five-foot, eight-inch (1.7 metre) ^ 
blonde, was and collected < 
when she Was named tbe^new- “ 
Miss World and remained so as 
last year’s winner, Linda Fetors*.. . 
dotts of Iceland, handed over the £ 





Joyrlfj 

lady’s 


ide fin first 
’s limo 


AGEN, France (R) — A trtoof^ 
aypsy burglars stole an omaaL^ 

limousine of French HntLady-; 

Danielle Mitterrand an d usw it 
as a getaway car in a string of 
thefts in the Biarritz region, 
police has said. The darit-Mwr 
Renault 25, which was to collect . 
tiie French president’s wife from . 
Biarritz Airport and take her to - 
their country house, was stolen ! 
from a hotel parking lot in foie 
Atlantic coast resort of Vieicr- 
Boucau-les-Bains. By the time it 
was recovered,.the Sysee P ala ce 
car had earned the booty from six 
thefts, incfndftng two supermar¬ 
kets, a clothes boutique, a res¬ 
taurant, an electric-appliance 
shop and a town hall. The gypsies 
got away. 

Witches invoke 
magic to protect 
landscape 

LONDON (R) — Robed witches 
and chanted in tiie dark . 
on an Bn glfch country hilltop', 
trying to charm prince Charles 
out of (dans to build a village on 
farmland he owns in tiie area. 
Five witches from.tiie 200-strong 
covenant of Earth magic invoked 
■psychic powers Monday night ata 
makeshift altar in an attempt to 
influence the heir to tiie throne to 
change his mind. The prince, one ■ 
of Britain’s biggest landowums,' 
plans to build a village near the 
southern town -xrf" Dorchester. 
The witches said they'were called 
in by a local woman opposed to. 
the develop m e n t. High Priest - 
Kevin Caiiyon told reporters that 
while the witches wanted towoft. 
the project away they had no plan 
to make Prince Charles-ffis- 
appear. “There’s no qn£$jcn of 
ns trying to put . a roell, on ; the 
prince,” he said. “We quite like 
the royal family. We are merely 
seeking to protect the ; land; 
scape." " 

UNICEF gets . - 

Gandhi prize : i 

NEW DELHI (AP)— The In -7 
dira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Dbh 
armament and Devel opme nt has. ■ 
been awarded to UNICEF for its 
efforts in safeguarding the health'. 
of the world’s cfaflaren. 'The ’ 
award carries a cash prize of 15 
nnBkm rupees ($937,500) anda 
citation that praised tiie United 
Nations Ghuaren’s Emergency 
Fund for its “outstanding con¬ 
tribution in safeguarding and . 
development of the health., 
of the World’s children/’ 
The announcement was made.’ 
by Indian Vice President -' 

S.D. Sharma, who is the chair¬ 
man of the international jury for ; 
the prize. Previous recipients of 
the prize established in 1986 in- ~ 
dude Soviet President Mikhail „• 
Gorbachev’in 1987 and fohnet 1 '.. 
Prime Minister of Norway Gro 
Harlem Bnmdtland in 1988. The: > 
prize was given in the memory of ■ 
former Indian Prime Minister h* 
dira Gandhi, who was assassin- " 
ated in 1984 by two Sikh body- " ’ 
guards. 
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